August 2004

Whiting Mayor’s WRite Stuff Column
 

Contrary to widespread rumors, I did survive the Pierogi Fest!!  I thank everyone associated with the festival for their efforts in staging the best festival in Northwest Indiana and doing so with nothing but style.  I also thank the Whiting-Robertsdale community who turned out in record numbers for supporting both the event and the local merchants of our business district.
Since my last column, Governor Kernan has announced a plan to cap the amount of property tax that can be assessed on residential property.  This cap or circuit breaker is a major breakthrough for our community.  After studying the plan and reviewing the numbers, I believe this plan will help even more property owners than the Governor’s initial projection of 850.  While this plan is not a complete fix to our problems, it will significantly reduce the property tax burden of a vast majority of our residents.  We still have a lot of work to do before I’m satisfied with the level of relief but the wall is finally beginning to tumble.  Since the Governor’s announcement, I’ve heard critics downplaying the impact of his plan.  My answer to them is very simple, if the plan lowered your property taxes it’s a good plan for you.  I have spoke with a tax payer whose taxes will now drop by $4000 because of the new cap!!  Others have dropped by $1000, $2000 and more.  Be as skeptical as you want to be, but the bottom line is this plan will save Whiting tax payers nearly a $1,000,000!

While the circuit breaker plan does not directly benefit rental property owners and small businesses, we are currently working to address these issues in Whiting.  We are also looking at our options to encourage the state to revisit how the industrial property in our city was valued.  Whether it’s through the courts, through the General Assembly or direct discussions with the industrial companies, we will continue to aggressively pursue a fair assessment of their property.
On another note, I’ve been hearing some very crazy rumors lately that are apparently being circulated by a local radical group.  While I’ve learned to ignore most of these rumors, this current batch is so off-based and untrue that I felt compelled to respond.  First, let me make it clear, the City has no intention of attracting a casino boat to the City of Whiting.  Let me make it clear, the City has not purchased the Whihala Beach County Park from the county with plans of eliminating the beach.  Let me make it clear, the City has not sold its lakeshore property to condo developers.  These rumors get started when certain individuals begin to enjoy hearing themselves speak and in turn begin fabricating their own stories to fuel additional attention.
As your mayor, it is my responsibility to explore all opportunities to increase and diversify our tax base as a means to reduce the property tax burden of our community and to improve the quality of life of our residents.  Rest assured that however we ultimately decide to improve our lakefront assets, it will be done with the best interest of our entire community in mind.  
Till next month,

Mayor Joe

