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Whiting Mayor’s WRite Stuff Column
 

I’d like to wish all of the WRite Stuff readers a merry Christmas and happy New Year.  After experiencing the controversy and catastrophes that have affected our lives in 2004, I’d like to emphasize the “happy” in the above New Year greeting.  I can only be hopeful that the effort we all put forth under difficult circumstances this past year will begin paying dividends in 2005.  I anxiously look forward to the good times and the success that the New Year will certainly bring to Whiting.
Several months ago, I had addressed a series of rumors that were running rampant in the community.  I had so much fun writing that column that I decided to do it again and address a few of the new rumors that have been circulating recently.  It never ceases to amaze me that the people with the least amount of knowledge tend to be the source of these rumors!
Let me start by addressing the salary increases that have been approved for the elected officials for 2005.  Rumor has it that the City Council has voted to give large pay increases to themselves and the Mayor (me).  The truth of the matter is that all Whiting elected officials will receive a 0% raise in 2005.  They can twist it and turn it all they want but to any logical person, a 0% raise is a far cry from a large pay increase.  For most other City employees, a 2% raise has been approved.  It was my decision as Mayor to give the employees this raise and I believe that even in difficult financial times like this, a 2% increase is justified and certainly not extravagant.  For the record, we are doing the same amount of work today with fewer employees than just a year ago.
Another rumor that is being spread without merit is the employment status of a former Mayor.  For the record, no former Mayor has accepted a salary or payment from the City in 2004.  It simply did not happen even though it was common practice in the past.  Also for the record, I am not being paid a salary from BP.  I wish I was, but the fact is I’m not.  Lastly, while many of my Department Heads are indeed very attractive looking individuals, contrary to what some people are saying, none of them are related to me.
Remember, a wise man once said – “you must consider the source”.
Till next month,

Mayor Joe

