January Issue of the WRite Stuff – Mayor’s Article

Hello everyone, it’s nice to be back writing for the WRite Stuff, this time in my new position as Mayor of the City of Whiting.  I sincerely hope everyone had a great holiday season and I wish you nothing but the best in the new year.

I would like to take the time to thank all of the citizens of Whiting for having the confidence in our entire slate of candidates by electing us to serve you for the next four years.  This is indeed an honor and a priviledge and we are looking forward to facing the challenges that lie ahead.

In the coming months, you will begin to see many changes occurring throughout the city.  These changes will not happen overnight and their impact will vary.  The implementation of these changes is vital to the success of our community and it is my responsibility to ensure that they are completed.  We are not simply making changes for the sake of change.  These changes will help ensure we meet our primary objective of improving the quality of life for each of the Whiting residents and businesses.

What changes will you see?  I have no doubt that you will begin to see a significant number of neglected properties get repaired.  You will indeed see new homes being constructed in multiple areas across our community.  I believe you will begin to see commercial property owners on 119th Street make improvements to their properties and I believe that we will attract new businesses into our downtown area.  I am confident that you will see our city employees excel in each of their roles and provide you a high level of services with professionalism that is second to none.  I believe that our Police and Fire Departments will set the standard across the state for excellence.  I am confident that our school system will provide our children with an outstanding educational experience that prepares them for a bright future.  I am optimistic that you will see abandoned industrial areas be converted into new recreational and commercial facilities.  I believe you will see our lakefront property be improved so that all of our residents and vistors can better enjoy these valuable assets.  I also believe that this list is just the tip of the iceberg.

Why am I so confident?  I have the utmost respect and faith in each and every employee, department head and elected official working for our city.  It is these people that will make these changes happen.  My job is to simply steer the boat.  Being surrounded by these good people affords me the luxury to be confident.

I ask each and every citizen of our fine community to share in my enthusiasm for the future.  Help me promote our city far and wide and help me protect our city’s history and tradition.  Remember, change can be good.

Sincerely,

Joe Stahura, Mayor

