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Whiting Mayor’s WRite Stuff Column
 

Wack…just when I managed to get up off the floor from the last blow, I was informed that our City Judge is moving to Washington, D.C.  Judge Bill Ciesar has accepted a well deserved promotion with his accounting firm but it will require him to relocate to the east coast.  Bill and I have worked side by side for over twenty years and he has been both a good friend and trusted colleague for each of those years.  The City will miss his expertise and wisdom and I wish him and his family nothing but the best in their new venture.

The judge’s departure is just one of many setbacks that our City has faced this year.  While these are indeed setbacks, we must view them as just another bump in the road.  These bumps are temporary and will be overcome.  We have also experienced setbacks in relation to property taxes and criminal activity.  These are problems that affect each and every one of us.  The property tax issue is devastating but we will win the battle.  In the near future, each property owner in the City of Whiting will receive an information packet explaining what the city has accomplished in reducing your next property tax bill.  Our work will not be the final solution but it will contribute significantly to reducing the impact on our property owners.  We are committed to doing everything logical in our power in getting hundred’s of thousands of dollars back into the homeowners pockets to help offset their property tax bills.  We have also made some progress in discussions with our state and county elected officials on additional long term solutions.  We still have a ways to go in finding all the answers, but we’re in better shape today than we were at this time two months ago.  We all need to continue fighting until we reach a final solution that is fair to all Whitingites.

No other setback bothers me more than the recent criminal activity in our community.  The loss of two young lives has devastated the victim’s families, friends and the community as a whole.  Capturing and convicting the people responsible for these crimes is without hesitation the top priority of the police department and my administration.  Other recent incidents of criminal activity throughout the Whiting-Robertsdale community are also troubling.  These incidents are being investigated and progress has been made in identifying the culprits.  In response to these incidents, we have increased the number of patrols on the high activity shifts, we have expanded the hours of the Detective Bureau to improve shift coverage and we are coordinating police operations with Hammond and other agencies.  We are also instituting new policies to target criminal suspects and are working with Calumet College of Saint Joseph’s to identify programs that will further improve public safety.   We will continue these measures as long as necessary regardless of cost.
We must treat these incidents as temporary setbacks and continue to fight back.  I believe our city is and will continue to be one of the safest in Northwest Indiana.  I am personally accountable for ensuring this statement remains true and have no plans on failing to deliver.  I also want to ensure the good people of our community are treated fairly in regards to property taxation.  Rest assured that I will settle for nothing less.
On another note, anyone who has called me in the past month or so and is waiting for my return call, I need to let you know that I have fallen behind a bit.  I have over one-hundred phone messages sitting on my desk where people are waiting for me to call them back.  I apologize for the delay but promise to personally call each of you as time permits.

Till next month,

Mayor Joe

