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Recently, we have received several questions about the use of a “packer” (garbage truck) to collect the city’s recyclables.  The concern is that the recyclables are being treated as regular trash and are not being recycled.  This is not the case.  Today’s recycling technology now allows us to combine all recyclables into a single stream or one truck.  We no longer need to sort each type of recycled material as we had in the past.  This change now allows us to increase efficiencies and reduce costs by using the packer versus purchasing a new recycling truck.  Rest assured that our recycling program is alive and well and all of the collected materials are being recycled.  We will be painting and lettering the new recycling packer so it is clearly identified as a recycling vehicle in the very near future.

In this month’s column, I’d like to recap the “Let’s go to the hoops” event that was held on 119th Street in late August.  For those of you who may have missed the event, an estimated 3000 people visited our community to participate in a 3-on-3 basketball tournament limited to participants who were 18-years old and younger.  Included in the weekend festivities were a chess tournament, assorted food vendors and a full slate of entertainers performing on the main stage located adjacent to the Community Center.
Since this was our first attempt at hosting this event in Whiting, I personally spent the entire 3-days on the street listening to comments and feedback from the participants, the local merchants and our residents.  As I would expect, Whitingites were not short on words or shy about expressing their feelings.  While I did receive many positive and supportive comments throughout the weekend, I also received an abundance of complaints and criticisms.

In response to the feedback I received, let me first apologize to the merchants along 119th Street whose business was negatively affected by the event.  Our initial assumption that attracting a few thousand people to the downtown business district would stimulate new sales and be a benefit to our merchants never fully materialized.  By the time the WRite Stuff hits the presses, I hope to have visited the majority of merchants personally to discuss the impact on their specific business.

On the bright side, for 3-days we had nearly 1000 young adults and children participating in an organized event where not one negative incident was attributed to the tournament.  Prior to the weekend, the critics said there would be chaos, broken windows and gang activity.  I am happy to report that they were wrong, very wrong.  In fact, we provided a place where very well mannered and competitive kids participated in an extremely positive forum.  Up and down the streets all weekend there were a lot of kids smiling because they simply had something to do.  I feel strongly that this type of event provides an outlet for young people and an alternative to gangs and crime.  I will continue to support these events in the future and look forward to implementing the lessons learned from this year.
In summary, we have learned that not all events are conducive to the closing of 119th Street.  We are encouraged that there are options to continue staging these events and are encouraged that we can still assist the business community by bringing in new customers while doing so.  The benefit of this weekend’s event may not be apparent in the short term, but over time I believe the combination of positive publicity and increased foot traffic will pay dividends to the city.  Not everyone will agree with our strategy or with the results, but you can rest assured that I will continue to experiment with anything, anytime, if it has the potential to have a positive impact to our community.  I keep reminding myself that my primary job is to shamelessly promote our city and I will continue to do my best to do so.  As the wise man once said, you won’t succeed if you don’t try.
Till next month,

Mayor Joe
