August Issue of the WRite Stuff – Mayor’s Article

With another Pierogi Fest behind us, I’d like to thank everyone involved in hosting this unbelievable event.  Record crowds and record sales all accomplished without major problems or incidents.  The effort that goes into making this event Northwest Indiana’s best festival is truly staggering.  Thousands of man (and woman) hours go into the planning, preparation and implementation of this festival.  While I don’t want to belittle the efforts of the Chamber of Commerce, the City staff or the volunteers, I do want to especially thank the residents of the Whiting-Robertsdale community.  Each and every resident and business owner in our community endures the inconveniences associated with staging an event of this magnitude.  Parking and traffic issues are magnified 100-fold during this weekend.  Routine tasks like shopping and attending church services are complicated due to the crowds.  There are also several businesses that simply do not benefit directly during the Fest.  For tolerating these inconveniences and being generally understanding, I cannot thank you enough.  The sunny side of this story is that a large part of our community truly does benefit from hosting the Pierogi Fest.  Many of our businesses experience extraordinary sales levels that can only occur because of the huge number of people in attendance.  Thousands of people will return to our fine City because they were introduced to a business or a restaurant during these three days.  A few of these visitors will purchase homes or invest in new businesses in the community.  Some will return to see a movie or to purchase insurance.  In a nut shell, I thank the local residents for being patient during the festival and I hope we can continue to find ways to minimize the inconvenience in the future.
Switching to another topic, I’d like to inform the readers of several recent parking changes around the city.  Several parking spaces at select intersections have been now designated as “No Truck, Van or SUV Parking”.  These new designations are an attempt to improve the safety of these intersections by improving the visibility of oncoming vehicles.  We are well aware that this is not a fail safe resolution to the problem but we are convinced that this will improve the previous conditions.  Please be aware that these newly marked spaces are subject to parking fines.
Till next month,
Mayor Joe
