February Issue of the WRite Stuff – Mayor’s Article

In last month’s column, I mentioned that I would be presenting my “State of the City Address” to the City Council in February.  This report has now been released and is available for review by any interested party.  The report is available in Microsoft Word format and can be accessed online at: www.whitingindiana.com/soca or by requesting a hard copy at City Hall.  While this report is rather lengthy, a summarized version is also available at most municipal building locations in the City.  The summarized version can also be accessed online at: www.whitingindiana.com/mar.  These reports are intended to provide an overview of the operation of City government for year 2004.  I encourage Whiting residents to review them and I welcome your comments and feedback on the same.
As many of you know, the County Health Department has eliminated the program that allowed a county nurse to be stationed at Whiting City Hall.  While I am disappointed in how our City was treated in this matter, it appears that there is little opportunity to have the position reinstated.  We are currently exploring the options available to us and will report any new developments in this column as they occur.  I would like to thank nurse Mary Ann Myers for her dedicated service.  She went above and beyond the call of service to assist the residents of our City during her tenure.
Switching to some positive news, the City has recently been awarded a $266,000 grant to improve the Whiting Community Center.  This grant is the result of the efforts of Congressman Peter Visclosky.  We are currently conducting a needs assessment to determine how to best use the funds.  We thank the Congressman for his help in acquiring this grant for us.

Till next month,
Mayor Joe

