January Issue of the WRite Stuff – Mayor’s Article

Happy New Year every one.  I’m glad to see 2005 finally arrive and even happier to put 2004 behind us!  While our city did have its share of bad news last year, we did accomplish many positive things in a year when the odds were stacked against us.  To provide more detail on these issues, I will be distributing copies of my 1st Annual State of the City Report in the near future.  This report will be a summary of the Mayor’s State of the City Address which will be presented to the City Council in February.  In these reports, I will present an honest candid perspective of what has been accomplished, discuss our goals for 2005 and ponder what our future holds.  An open forum for all citizens is also being planned to discuss these issues.
In 2004, the City and the Redevelopment Commission have purchased a select group of properties across town.  Why you may ask?  When searching for solutions to our property tax crisis, all the experts continued to point to economic development or new growth as the cure to our problems.  Viewing it as a cure maybe naive, but I agree that it can have a tremendous positive impact.  When a new home or business is developed and begins paying taxes, the taxes on each of our own properties will be reduced proportionately because of the new growth.  For those of you who are familiar with the development process, you are likely aware that this is also the most difficult solution to deliver, especially in Whiting.  Development takes time and where can we find available property to stimulate new development?  After a quick look around our City, several potential opportunities stand out; over 50 acres of open industrial land north of 121st Street, an abandoned roofing company, a former trucking company site and the east end of the 119th Street business district.  Each of these areas has huge potential to be put back on the tax roles through redevelopment.  Did you know that only 45 cents of a $1 City budget cut goes to reducing residential property taxes while investing $1 into redevelopment can lead to $2 or more in future tax savings?  This is the primary reason that we have been aggressive in purchasing select properties and plan to redevelop the sites.  We can’t rely on this tool alone and we won’t, but this approach has to be taken now if the benefits are to help us in the near term.  
Speaking of taxes, to answer the many phone calls I have received at City hall, I do still intend to present the City Council with a tax relief plan for Whiting property tax payers.  The delay in the billing process has caused us some concern and has negatively affected our cash flow situation, but our goal from day one was to get relief into people’s hands at the time when it was needed most.  When this plan is finalized and the timing is correct, you will receive notice of the details surrounding the plan including the amount that will be credited to your bills.  So I ask you to be patient while we continue to sort through these many complexities.  On a related issue, I feel compelled to offer a bit of sound advice to all of our citizens regarding the payment of their property taxes.  Please don’t make a mistake that you will almost certainly regret by not paying your mortgage or taxes.  I’m not trying to rain on anyone’s parade, just trying to prevent a potential catastrophe from occurring by adding my two cents.
Till next month,
Mayor Joe

