February Issue of the WRite Stuff – Mayor’s Article

By press time, several members of our community will have visited the State Capital voicing our support for local property tax relief.  Since I don’t currently own a crystal ball, I can only guess if we were successful.  What I do know is that there are many people who have helped get us to this point and they deserve a genuine thank you.  If you have participated in any peaceful discussion, meeting, rally or related campaign, I thank you for your help.  You have made a positive impact and we can only hope that our efforts will be successful.
In February, I personally invited 40 local residents and business owners to represent the City on the newly created Mayor’s Advisory Task Force.  These individuals include representatives from a broad cross-section of our community.  Included in this group are several individuals who have been openly critical of my administration.  Whether we eventually agree or not, I felt they deserved a seat at the table.  The group will be charged with assisting me in identifying areas where we are currently under-performing and also areas where we have been successful.  They will help me analyze new ideas and concepts before we commit the time and energy moving a project too far down court.  While the Task Force will have no official powers or authority, I will take their input seriously and use it to formulate local government policy.  I look forward to meeting with this group and to integrating their comments into my decision making process.
As a way of increasing the efficiency of our trash pick-up and recycling programs, we are currently researching two potential changes.  The first change will reduce the number of employees staffed on a garbage truck from three to two.  This can be done by purchasing new garbage totes that can be dumped by automatic tippers which are installed on the trucks.  The initial cost to purchase the new receptacles will be offset by the labor savings in the first full year of operation.  We are also exploring the option to purchase smaller totes for recycling use and move the program from the curb to the alley.  This move also provides significant savings and will hopefully increase the amount of material that is being recycled.  When these changes are fully implemented, the operating cost of our trash disposal and recycling programs will be comparable to the cost of services provided by an outside disposal service.
I would like to add a few comments regarding the fate of the Whiting Boxing Club which I hope will put a few issues to rest.  First and foremost, we truly tried to keep the club in Whiting and made a very sound offer which included a serious financial commitment from the City.  It is very important to note that the club’s leaders declined my offer largely because they were not willing to share the new facilities for City sponsored programs.  When it’s all said and done, it was the club’s decision to move and not mine.  We will now explore other options of providing this service to the youth of Whiting.  I harbor no hard feelings against anyone involved in the club, but regret the pettiness and dishonesty that resulted from our genuine attempt to find them a new location.
Till next month,
Mayor Joe
