May Issue of the WRite Stuff – Mayor’s Article

It’s been a very hectic month and I’d like to try and recap a few highlights of what has been happening.  My primary focus has been on Indianapolis and potential new legislation that will improve our property tax situation.  While I plan to send each Whiting resident a letter detailing how the Legislature’s actions will impact us in Whiting, I will try to briefly update you on what we know now.  Let me please caution you that I’ve only had a few days to digest all of the information related to hundreds of pages of legislation.  Some of the language is extremely clear, some is not.
Our main objective was to have the Legislature permanently enact the 2% circuit breaker tax relief program.  Thanks to the efforts of many people, we were successful in getting language which allows the County Council to enact the 2% cap.  Unfortunately, there are several provisions to this bill that will make the plan difficult to adopt.  I haven’t had the time to study all of the implications, but the plan has issues that will need to be resolved.  I will hopefully be discussing this issue with local leaders very soon to explore the future of this plan.
Knowing that we would have a difficult road in Indy, Senator Frank Mrvan and I had crafted a back-up plan in case the 2% relief package was sidetracked.  Senator Mrvan was successful at amending the budget bill to include another option for tax relief for Whiting.  This amendment gives cities the legal authority to grant “Local Homestead Credits”.  What this means is that if a city can fund a relief package through existing revenue sources or reductions in spending, that they may now grant “tax credits” to any property owner with a Homestead deduction.  I won’t get into the details of this option in this column, but I plan to mail additional information to all residents later this month.  I openly thank Senator Mrvan for his efforts on behalf of the City of Whiting.
OK, it’s about time I started talking about some positive things that are occurring in Whiting.  Too often we get consumed over the negative news and the good things are easily ignored.  Over the past six months, my staff and I have met with numerous developers, investors and entrepreneurs looking to locate or invest in our community.  I would go out on a limb and say that this interest is at an all time high.  These are individuals and groups that are interested in renovating existing structures, opening new businesses and developing abandoned land.  These projects can lead to new jobs and dramatically improve our tax base.  We are also working with local businesses to expand their current operations and you will see several of these projects take flight this year.  We are also working on acquiring state and federal funds to improve the Community Center and improve our lakeshore.

As I say often in City Hall, we have opened a thousand doors in 2004 and now it’s time to start closing a few.  Even though we got clobbered with the worst catastrophe in our City’s history (tax mess), we have still managed to move forward and focus on the future.  We have taken our lumps in the past 14 months, but I strongly believe that we’re going to be a better City when we finally get through this.
Till next month,
Mayor Joe
