October Issue of the WRite Stuff – Mayor’s Article

Each day I speak with dozens of people who cross my path in some way or another.  Nearly every person I meet asks me “what’s happening in Whiting” or “what’s in the works”.  During each meeting I try to give the person an overview of what’s on the drawing board.  This month, I’d like to attempt to do the same for our WRite Stuff readers.

Let me start with the former Globe Roofing property.  The City expects to own this property by the time the first snow falls.  We are exploring our options to demolish the property and subsequently develop the entire parcel of land.  While the details of the new development have not been finalized, we are committed to selecting a project that maximizes the benefit to our tax base while still being attractive and palatable to the adjacent neighborhood.  In the same area, the former Justak Trucking property is now owned by the City.  We will be entertaining development proposals for this property in the very near future.  At this time, we are strongly leaning toward a new residential development that can compliment the adjacent neighborhood.
Let’s move on to the new housing development on New York Avenue in the Midtown section of the City.  This project has been slowed by the property tax problems and the City is now courting new developers for the property.  We are close to finalizing negotiations to revitalize this project and have high hopes to see construction on the remaining 5 lots begins very soon.  We are also in discussions with developers who are interested in purchasing many of the City owned intercity lots to build new homes.  The Center Street housing development has also stalled due to property tax issues.  The recent passing of the 2% cap will likely quickly change the pace of this project.  Several new interested parties are expressing serious interest in beginning construction on both the senior and lakefront condos projects.  My personal goal is to have every phase of this project under construction by next summer.  You heard it here first Jay C…yes by next summer.
Another huge project in the works is the development of our lakefront.  We are currently reviewing design concepts and cost analysis of removing the rock rip rap from the shoreline and significantly increasing the public access to the lakefront amenities.  While we have not fully identified the funding sources for these improvements yet, it is anticipated that the project will be funded with a combination of federal and state dollars and local industrial tax revenue.  It is not expected that significant property tax revenue will be needed for this project.  This lakefront development project will then open the door to develop over 60-acres of vacant BP property north of 121st Street.  This large tract of land is potentially the largest single new development site since the construction of the refinery itself.  We are currently studying the development to determine the best use of the land to maximize the return to the City via property tax and miscellaneous revenue streams.  I would expect to see these decisions made by early next year.

By press time, several projects will have been started throughout the city.  New sidewalks on Sheridan Avenue and the resurfacing of LaPorte and Central Avenues are a few of the projects on tap.  The resurfacing of Atchison Avenue and 127th Street were recently also completed.  We are also currently working on the engineering plans to reconstruct New York Avenue between Fischrupp Avenue and 121st Street and the 2400 block of Schrage Avenue.  If funds are available, these projects will hopefully be completed in 2006.  That’s it for today, till next month.
