September Issue of the WRite Stuff – Mayor’s Article

I’d like to start this month’s column by thanking the City of Hammond, especially Mayor Thomas McDermott Jr. and City Engineer Stan Dostatni.  They have allowed us to partner with them in street repair projects on Atchison Avenue and 127th Street.  Without Hammond’s help, Whiting would have spent several months coordinating and engineering this work.  Their partnership has streamlined the process and also saved us thousands of dollars in related fees.  Whiting is now exploring the possibility of extending this partnership in future years as a way to improve the efficiency our public works projects.  Hammond has also been very gracious in assisting us with Pierogi Fest and several other community events.  Once again, I thank the City of Hammond for their assistance and cooperation.
An issue was brought to our attention last month regarding the summer sprinkling credit for certain customer sewer usage.  Upon investigation, we have discovered that a very small number of customers did not receive the credit on their water bills due to a computer program error.  We are confident that the problem has been corrected and are now in the process of issuing credits to each of the affected customers.  There is no need to call the Water Department regarding this issue and I assure you that all errors will be corrected properly and the credit will be automatically applied to the affected accounts.
Of all the complaints and problems that I hear, one of the most prevalent is the issue regarding Illinois license plates in our community.  Indiana law mandates a vehicle owner who is currently residing in Indiana to obtain valid Indiana plates within 60-days of their residency change.  I’ll bet that nearly every block in town has a vehicle owner that is violating this law.  Rest assured that the police department is monitoring this problem and will continue to do so in the future.  If you are living in Whiting and still have Illinois plates, I urge you to comply with the law as soon as possible.  Buying your Indiana plates is certainly cheaper than the fines and court costs that you will likely be assessed.
I like to briefly give an update on our 2006 budget that will likely have been approved by press time.  The City Council, Sanitary Board, Clerk-Treasurer and myself, have crafted budgets that remains flat when compared to last year.  This 0% increase budget comes on the heels of a 15% reduction over the last two years.  In the 2006 budget, elected officials will receive 0% increases for the second straight year while most other city employees will receive a 3% salary increase.  Also being absorbed in this zero percent budget are an estimated $400,000 in property tax relief (2% cap), an estimated 15% increase in medical insurance premiums and the reconstruction of a portion of Indianapolis Boulevard.  We are committed to continuing to explore potential changes in our daily operation as a means to improve efficiency.
Till next month,
Mayor Joe
