February Issue of the WRite Stuff – Mayor’s Article

Last month I took a look through my crystal ball and into the future to give the readers a preview of the many projects that we are currently undertaking in Whiting.  These projects represent significant change that will impact many of our daily lives in one way or another.  My job as Mayor is to ensure that these changes are made in such a manner that they impact our community in a positive way.  We all know that change can have negative implications (like the property taxes), but my responsibility is to ensure that these changes will not only be good for our community today, but will be good for our community tomorrow.
I’m discussing the concept of change in this month’s column for a multitude of reasons.  For one, without new development (change), a significant reduction in the property tax rate will likely not occur.  With this in mind, encouraging and soliciting new development must be my top priority.  It is important that I convey this message to our residents so I can receive the necessary input to make these changes within the parameters of acceptance by the community.  In other words, if everyone understands that change will indeed happen, resident input can help us make the change acceptable and positive.  Another reason for the discussion on this topic is the fact that some people are boasting that our community does not have the ability to embrace change.  I’ve heard people say that we are set in our ways and there’s no changing that.  I say baloney!  The time is right and if we gather your input beforehand, we will avoid the pitfalls and improve our quality of life as well as increase the assessed value of the city.  We have the opportunity to take ownership and drive beneficial changes versus the alternative of letting it happen in an uncontrolled and negative manner without our participation.
In the end, the changes made may force us to walk slightly farther to get to the drug store, but we’ll still have the drug store in our community to walk to.  We may have more people living in our community, but we’ll also have more children attending our school system (a good thing).  We will have more traffic on our streets, but the traffic will lead to more people shopping in our business district.  When change leads to the construction of a new building, whether it is a business or a home, the property tax rate will be driven downward.  These are all examples of how change can positively impact us.

In the coming months, I plan on conducting a public forum to outline our development strategies in greater detail.  All Whiting residents will receive notice of the date and details of the forum as soon as they are finalized.  I encourage you to attend so you can hear the changes that are being planned for our community.  When it’s all said and done, I hope that each of us can embrace the change that is needed to energize our City to new unprecedented levels while preserving the uniqueness of Whiting for future generations.
Till next month…Mayor Joe 
