January Issue of the WRite Stuff – Mayor’s Article

With every passing year, I get a chance to reflect on the previous 12 months while looking excitedly to the new year.  In early February, I will release the “State of the City Report” which will summarize the accomplishments and opportunities of 2005.  In this month’s column, I’d like to take a look ahead at the things I’d like to see happen in 2006.  I started to write “things that I am wishing for”, but that would insinuate that these things would only happen by chance.  Here goes.

In 2006, I’d like to see a permanent 2% circuit breaker for residential property taxes; I’d like to see a significant jump in the assessed value of the refinery to help reduce the tax burden of our local businesses and rental property owners; I’d like to see our County Assessor broker a settlement of a law suit involving disputed industrial taxes; I’d like to see our new housing projects resurrected from property tax limbo; I’d like to see the infrastructure installed that will allow for new business development near vacant BP land; I’d like to see the former Globe Roofing and Justak Trucking properties razed and new developments started; I’d like to see the construction of a new water purification plant begin; I’d like to see new excitement infused in the 119th Street business district; I’d like to see a new Walgreen’s store built in Whiting and not in a neighboring city; I’d like to see the former Illiana Hotel building renovated and become an anchor of the business district; I’d like to see a project begin to enhance the assets associated with our lakeshore; I’d like to NOT hear train whistles every five minutes of every day; I’d like to see more streets paved and more sidewalks installed; I’d like to see the Whiting Park Pavilion renovated to preserve its past into the future; I’d like to see every local business have a successful year; I’d like to see more parking for the business district; I’d like to see another round of matching financial assistance to aid property owners in improving their homes and businesses; I’d like to see 5 new businesses open on 119th Street; I’d like to see a plan in place for a City Museum to preserve our City’s past; I’d like to see a new roof and new windows installed at the Community Center; I’d like to see continued improvement in the efficiency of delivering government services and finally I’d like to see a 20% tax credit given to each property owner with a Homestead Credit on their 2005 tax bills.

While this may appear to be a wish list, my staff and I are working hard to make all of these “wishes” a reality.  It is unlikely (but not impossible) that we will succeed on all fronts, but I will guarantee that it won’t be because we didn’t try.  By the way, if you hadn’t heard as of yet, you can take the final item (20% tax credit) to the bank.  The City Council unanimously approved this credit in December and has instructed the County Auditor to apply it to the 2005 bills.  For the naysayers out there, cut out this article and save it for January 1, 2007.  As you already know, I’m betting that we will succeed.

Till next month…Mayor Joe 
