June Issue of the WRite Stuff – Mayor’s Article

Nothing good comes easy.  In recent months, I began realizing that this statement could not be more true!  By now, everyone has probably heard that we have officially landed the new Walgreen’s development in Whiting.  This project took well over a year to accomplish and was within hours of collapsing because of the state’s unwillingness to grant us permission to relocate a stop light.  In the end, the folks at INDOT approved our request and I thank them for understanding how important this project is for our community.  While I’m speaking of the new Walgreen’s development, I would be remiss not to offer my sincere thank you to the members of the Hungarian Reform Church.  Their church will be razed to make way for the new Walgreen’s store.  Their decision to aid the City in the tough economic times that we are facing was a crucial step in winning this huge project.  In my 2 plus years as Mayor, asking the members of the church to sell their place of worship was one of my most difficult tasks.  To all the members of the congregation and to Reverend Ludwig, I sincerely thank you and wish you nothing but the best in your new location and stand ready to assist whenever needed in the future. 
Nothing good comes easy.  In May, the State Department of Natural Resources denied our request to install new windows on the upper floor of the Community Center.  The denial was based on historic preservation guidelines that recommend rebuilding the original windows versus the installation of new more efficient replicas.  This action has temporarily prevented us from moving forward with the project to improve the energy efficiency of the building, even though we have obtained grants to fund a large percentage of the project.  The entire project which has been estimated to cost over $500,000, is expected to now only cost the City around $100,000 due to the grants and related assistance.  We are currently working on finding a solution to the DNR’s issues and hope this project can still get off the ground by mid-summer.
Nothing good comes easy.  The reconstruction of Standard Avenue and Front Street and the construction of our new water plant were scheduled to begin this summer.  On final field inspections of property owned by the refinery, abandoned underground piping was identified which has the potential to add over $4,000,000 to the cost of the project.  We are working with the refinery to modify the plans to reduce the additional cost to the refinery for the project.  We are still confident that we will overcome these issues by summer’s end and construction will begin in 2006.  Not only will the new road allow the future development of vacant property in the area, but it will also allow us to install new underground water lines needed for our new water plant.
Nothing good comes easy.  Attracting new businesses to our community or simply retaining existing businesses is a daunting challenge.  Prospective investors are sometimes suspect of our community’s ability and/or desire to support a new business and are looking for a reason to justify a decision to locate here.  The Walgreen’s decision to build here has hopefully reversed this skepticism.  We have been experiencing an increase in inquiries from prospective businesses and are working with existing businesses to find ways to keep them here and to improve their operations.  While the City can’t develop every entrepreneur’s business plan and finance every new business idea, but we can work to provide incentives and assistance that may get them over the hump.  Our businesses district is the life blood of our community and our community’s success is directly related to the success of our business district.  So with that in mind, whenever possible, please support our local businesses.  Let’s do our part to make them and our community successful.
Here are a few quick acknowledgements and issues worth mentioning.  I would like to congratulate Mr. John Yurkanin who recently retired from the Whiting Street Department (Sanitary District) after serving the City for 39 years!  I wish John good luck in his retirement and thank him for his many years of dedicated service.  On another note, Doctors David Prucy and Paul Curosh have relocated their Optometry business to the 1500 block of 119th Street to make room for the new Walgreen’s development.  We wish them luck and success in their new location.  Lastly, I have received several calls about the lack of cab service in our City after the closing of the Whiting Cab Company.  Even though I would love to see a new taxi service locate in town or provide service to our community, we simply can’t snap our fingers and make it happen.  This is a private business that cannot be supported by tax dollars.  Entrepreneur’s that are interested in starting a taxi business can apply for a Whiting Taxi license at the Clerk-Treasurer’s office in City Hall. 
Till next month…Mayor Joe 
