September Issue of the WRite Stuff – Mayor’s Article

This month I’d like to give everyone an update on the many projects that are on tap throughout the City.  The timing of these projects is primarily in the hands of various contractors, but I thought it would be valuable to give everyone as much information that is currently available.

I’ll start with the Walgreen’s development.  Demolition should be complete by the time you read this article with construction continuing through 2006.  The new store is expected to open in early 2007.  The City will be replacing the 100-year old brick sewers along the alley south of 119th Street and along Temple Court concurrently with this project.  We are also working on several parking improvements in the area adjacent to the new Walgreen’s and the Community Center.  We have hopes that this project will also be constructed in 2006, but the completion will depend on weather conditions.  This project is expected to generate over 60 new parking spaces in this area to ensure adequate parking is available for the Business District and Community Center patrons.  We are also working with the current owners of the existing Walgreen’s building to find a new tenant.
The next update includes several projects that are all interconnected and dependent on many of the same factors.  The reconstruction of Standard Avenue and Front Street, the construction of our new Water Filtration Plant and a new Public Works facility are all in their final approval stages.  Nearly all of the money needed to fund these projects will come from industrial property tax revenue.  The City is prepared and ready to begin these projects in 2006, but a recent development related to the refinery, could possibly delay their start until early 2007. These developments will force us to modify our engineering designs and site locations for the projects and facilities listed above.  While these delays are extremely frustrating, I can assure you that the delays will be well worth the wait if the proposals being discussed materialize.

Still on target for 2006 is the reconstruction of the 2400 block of Schrage Avenue, the Park Pavilion restoration project and a significant renovation to the Whiting Community Center (via a federal grant).  Most of these projects will continue through the end of the year with the Community Center renovation expected to be completed in the first quarter of 2007.

Our staff has been working on a project to analyze the City’s water and sewer lines to determine their expected life span and functionality.  Two of the primary goals of this project are to ensure we replace all lines that are in poor condition at the most opportune time and to increase water flow to our fire hydrants to improve our fire fighting capabilities.  Our plans to reconstruct New York Avenue between Fischrupp and 121st Street will be delayed until spring because of information identified by this project.  The decision to delay was made to ensure the project is completed to the highest standards by avoiding winter construction activity and to minimize the inconvenience to the residents.  The water study also identified two other priority water main installations along 118th Street and along Ohio Avenue, both between Sheridan and Atchison.  The existing water mains along Sheridan, LaPorte, Central, Cleveland and Atchison are currently dead ended at Ohio.  This dead end design, which does not allow for optimum circulation, will be corrected by connecting the circuits with a new header along Ohio.  Increasing the size of the water main on 118th Street will improve the water flow and pressure throughout the north side of the City.  Installing these lines will also afford us the opportunity to repave 118th Street and also resolve chronic flooding issues along Ohio.  The reason for the delay is related to identifying a suitable route for the Ohio Avenue water line.  Easements along the street and city sewer lines blocking the preferred piping path have complicated the project forcing the delay to 2007.

Other projects that are expected to be completed by year’s end include the demolition of the former Justak Trucking Company buildings, several minor alley and street paving repairs and correction of a sewer problem on the south side of town.  I am also very hopeful that we will see the ground breaking on our Empty-Nester condo development and additional homes on New York Avenue this year.  No one will be happier to see these two projects move forward than me!!
Till next month…Mayor Joe
