April Issue of the WRite Stuff – Mayor’s Article

This month I’d like to give the WRite Stuff readers an update on the construction projects that will be occurring across the city.  Many of these projects have already begun, with several others beginning in the coming weeks and months.
Let’s start with the largest of the projects, the reconstruction of Standard Avenue, Front Street and 121st street west of Schrage.  This $8.5 million project will provide the needed road, sewer and water improvements for BP’s expansion project and new industrial development north of the refinery.  The improvements will also create a new gateway to our lakefront along with the construction of a new bike trail featuring future connectivity to the George Lake Trail.  The project is in full swing with new water and sewer lines currently being installed on 121st Street.  Routing the traffic around this project will continue to be challenging for the duration of the project.  Trucks will be temporarily routed along Schrage Avenue to 119th Street and east to Front Street.  I apologize for the temporary inconvenience and urge sightseers and local traffic to avoid the area until the construction is complete.

Another project that should be started by this issue hits the streets is the Whiting Community Center parking improvement project.  This project will add several new spaces around the Community Center on Community Court and on Clark Street.  Also included in this project will the installation of a water main on Community Court and traffic and parking improvements for the Whiting High School football field parking lot.  We also plan on installing a new roof on the Whiting Community Center this summer.  This new roof will be largely funded by a federal grant received through the efforts of Congressmen Peter Visclosky.  Also at the Community Center, we will be replacing the original windows throughout the building with replica windows.

The installation of new water mains, minor sewer modifications and the repaving of Ohio Avenue and 118th Street between Sheridan and Atchison will also begin this spring.  This project will vastly improve the fire protection capabilities, drinking water circulation and drainage issues on these streets.  Also this summer, the City will be razing several unsafe or unsightly buildings.  One building in the 1500 block of 119th Street was recently demolished and buildings on Steiber and Fischrupp are planned to be torn down in April.  We are also aggressively pursuing the demolition of the former Globe Roofing building.  This action will open the door for additional commercial development in the area as well as eliminating an enormous eyesore and safety concern.
By press time, the construction of five new homes will have begun on New York Avenue.  These homes will be offered at a sales price of under $180,000 and there has been significant interest in the homes already.  If this project is successful, the opportunity to build dozens of additional houses throughout our existing neighborhoods will be pursued.  Also near these new homes, New York Avenue will be reconstructed between Fischrupp and 121st Street.  This project will include new street surfacing, new sidewalks, a new water main and street lighting.
Also scheduled for later this year is a project to reconstruct Cleveland Avenue.  Expected to be included in this project are new sewer and water lines, new sidewalks and the repair or replacement of the brick street surface.

There are also several other projects scheduled to begin later this year.  I will pick up where I left off this month and summarize them in my next column.

Till next month…Mayor Joe
Later this year, plans include the installation of new water, sewer and power lines into Whiting Park.  This project will be funded by a $1 million federal grant and will pave way for future development along the lakefront. 
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