August Issue of the WRite Stuff – Mayor’s Article

Much has been written in the past month about the BP water permit controversy. For good reason I have avoided grandstanding on this issue like my counterparts in Illinois have.  The bottom line is, I neither believe that the refinery has done everything in their power to minimize the future pollutants that will be discharged to the lake nor do I believe that the volume of solids and ammonia they intend to discharge will harm the environment.  If recent media reports are accurate, the City of Chicago is currently discharging more than 50 times the amount of ammonia BP intends to after their project is completed.  The City of Milwaukee’s waste water permit allows them to discharge over 20 times the amount of ammonia.  I can promise you that BP doesn’t discharge raw sewage into our lakes and rivers like these communities have done.  As far as mercury goes, the fact of the matter is that the water that BP currently draws from the lake has more mercury in it than the water it discharges back in.  Can BP do better?  I think they can and I think they will.  One issue that I do take issue with is the irresponsible reporting done by the some of the local media.  At least one Chicago newspaper has persistently reported false or misleading information regarding this permit.  There is no “sludge” being discharged into the lake now nor will there ever be.  They have also failed to note the above fact about the mercury limits in a recent article.  Irresponsible reporting like this happens because it creates controversy and controversy sells newspapers.  Unfortunately, it’s the wrong thing to do.  On the flip side, I truly believe that the Times has been reporting the facts and has been accurate in their coverage of the issue.  Please note that elected officials typically do not give newspapers compliments!! 
The 4th of July Parade and Festival and the Pierogi Fest are now behind us.  Both events were very well attended and went very well.  Each year after these special events have concluded, the respective committees meet and discuss ways to improve next year’s event.  In most cases, recommendations are made to tweak something minor to improve a specific aspect of the festivities.  For the 4th of July Parade and Festival, we expect to deviate from the norm and take a significantly different approach to the event in 2008.  I have made a recommendation to the 4th of July Committee to eliminate the carnival in Whiting Park.  My reasoning is very simple: the time, effort and cost to stage the carnival has now exceeded the benefit the carnival provides to the public.  Insurance, security and clean up costs have now surpassed the carnival’s gross revenue.  While this change will modify a longstanding tradition, I think it is the proper thing to do.  While the committee has not finalized the 2008 festival plans as of yet, we expect to focus on improving the parade and fireworks show by redirecting the necessary funds to bolster these portions of the festival.  We also plan to continue the “Senior Luncheon” and are considering still having a band perform and a beer garden for one day on July 4th.  We hope to have the new plans finalized by this fall.
On a completely different topic, I’d like to give a brief update on the Center Street housing development.  Several new homes have been built with several more on the near horizon.  By the time this issue hits the streets, the ornamental street lighting and landscaping projects should be near completion.  The City has been working with the developer to re-establish some contractual guidelines and we expect construction to begin on the west side of the development in August.  When this development was initially designed, town houses were planned for the west side.  After much discussion and respective board approvals, the plans have been modified to replace all town homes with single family homes.  At this stage in time, the real estate market is calling for single family homes versus town homes.  I know this will be a welcome change to many of the residents along Ohio Avenue who openly expressed the desire for single family versus town homes during the initial public input period.
Till next month…Mayor Joe
