December Issue of the WRite Stuff – Mayor’s Article

I want to begin this month’s column by thanking all of our local veteran’s organizations.  The men and women of these great groups participate in dozens of events in the City each year.  Unfortunately their numbers are dwindling and they need the help of our younger vets to ensure they continue to thrive and serve our community.  With that said, I am offering to pay one year’s dues for any veteran who is willing to join and is not currently an active member of the American Legion or VFW.  Just stop by Post #80 and they’ll take care of signing you up. Please help by joining one or both of these fine organizations.
At the end of December, several personnel changes will occur in City Hall.  After 37-years of public service, Clerk-Treasurer Margaret Drewniak will be retiring.  I want to publicly thank Marge for the job she has done.  I can personally state that she has always performed her duties with the utmost integrity and had the City’s best interest in mind with every decision she made.  Also retiring will be Administrative Aide Rudy Wunder, after serving 27-years on the City Council and 5-years in City Hall.  Rudy has been a loyal public servant and a good friend who was always there when you needed him.  Detention Basin Superintendent Henry Drewniak and Project Manager Walt Biser will also be retiring.  While their respective careers have been a bit shorter than Marge and Rudy’s, it doesn’t underscore the value of their service to the City.  While not retiring from the workforce, City Engineering Administrator John Toleikis will also be leaving City Hall.  John has accepted a new position outside of the City.  I’d like to personally wish each of these fine people nothing but the best in the coming years and sincerely thank them for their contributions in making our community a better place to live.  While we have several staff members leaving us, we will have a new Clerk-Treasurer joining us in 2008.  Mark Adam will begin serving his first term as Clerk-Treasurer on January 1.  Mark has extremely large shoes to fill due to Marge’s retirement, but I’m confident that he will do an exceptional job as he transitions to his new career.  Good luck and best wishes Mark.
Soon after the new year begins, our area Little League organizations will be holding sign-ups for the upcoming season.  During my days as a youth, the number of kids playing Little League baseball was extremely high.  In fact, it was an exception to the rule if you didn’t play.  Unfortunately, these times have changed dramatically.  My message is to strongly encourage parents to get their kids involved in Little League baseball or softball programs.  This experience will build social and team building skills that will benefit our young people as they mature.  Please consider keeping your children active and involved in great organizations like the Little League.
I’d like to mention briefly a recent traffic change that has been made at the 129th Street and White Oak Avenue intersection.  The stop sign in Whiting on westbound 129th Street at White Oak Avenue has been removed on a trial basis.  Since the eastbound traffic was not required to stop, this stop sign was confusing at best.  A new sign has been posted for the eastbound traffic stating that the westbound traffic is no longer is required to stop.  We feel that this new configuration will improve the safety at the intersection.  You may have also noticed that the flashing stop lights at Ohio and New York and 117th and LaPorte have been replaced with stop signs.  These flashing lights were no longer needed to provide adequate traffic control and are costly to operate.  The City will now save not only the electrical costs, but also the associated maintenance costs.  We will be removing the fixtures and dismantling the support structures in the near future.
I’d like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  Enjoy the season’s festivities and please be safe.
Till next month…Mayor Joe
