February Issue of the WRite Stuff – Mayor’s Article

Over the past few months, I have been spending quite a bit of time down in Indianapolis.  With the General Assembly being in full gear, I can’t afford to loose an opportunity to drop a plug for our community.  I will likely be called to testify on behalf of legislation that we have proposed and other potential legislation that will have an impact on us.  If you’ve ever experienced this process, you’ll know that this is usually more painful than visiting your local dentist.  Mayors from Lake County are the last people southern legislators want to listen to.  Regardless, we have a great chance in improving our positions on property taxes and other local issues.  In general, our local legislators have given Whiting genuine respect and have been very open to listening to my suggestions and ideas.  My goal is to at a minimum, ensure the southern legislators know who I am and where Whiting is located.
On a similar topic related to traveling across the state, I have been selected to serve on several state-wide committees.  First, I have been asked to serve on the Indiana Association of Cities and Towns (IACT) Legislative Committee.  This committee sets policy and directs the IACT staff to lobby and fight for legislative reform as it relates to the state’s cities and towns.  Historically, IACT has been considered a very powerful group that has had great success working with the legislators.  I have also been appointed as Chairman of the IACT Environmental Policy Committee.  I was honored to accept the position as well as excited about being a driving force in the state for environmental issues as related to municipalities.  Finally, the Northern Indiana Mayors Roundtable elected me to serve as their Secretary-Treasurer for 2007.  This group consists of the mayors from across northern Indiana, from Whiting to the Ohio border.  This position has an automatic progression which will elevate me to the office of Vice-President in 2008 and then President in 2009.  Now of course this is dependent on the people of Whiting’s decision of allowing me to continue serving as Whiting’s Mayor during those years.  I consider these appointments as recognition and accolades for our City and will do my best to represent us well.

By the time the WRite Stuff hits the street, I will have presented my State of the City Report to the City Council as required by state statute.  You can view the report by visiting our web site at whitingindiana.com under ‘documents & info’.  The report will outline all of the activities, both positive and negative, that have occurred or have been accomplished throughout 2006.  In general, I have never been more optimistic and excited about the opportunities for positive growth and change that our community is facing today.  I encourage you to read the report and see where we are headed and how we will get there.

Till next month…Mayor Joe
