July Issue of the WRite Stuff – Mayor’s Article

In late June, the City of Whiting was awarded a $300,000 brownfield remediation grant from the Indiana Department of Environmental Management.  This grant will allow us to clean up various properties near the refinery and the lakefront in preparation for future development.  When this grant is added to our totals, the City has been awarded over $2,000,000 in grants and in-kind services over the past two years.  On top of this, we have been listed as the top ranked project for an additional $1,000,000 grant to extend the George Lake Trail through the city into Whiting Park.  Much of the work that was done to obtain these grants was completed by my dedicated staff members and local consultant Tom Dabertin.  On behalf of the City of Whiting, I wanted to thank them for their efforts and encourage them to keep working to find us more!!
You may have noticed that several buildings scattered across the city have been demolished in recent months.  These properties are either related to a future economic development project or have been identified as unsafe buildings.  We will continue to pursue the acquisition of additional properties where it makes sense to foster new economic development or where it eliminates blighted or unsafe buildings.  This strategy will allow us to capture larger development opportunities and also to help stimulate new housing construction.
Also in June, we hosted a meeting of representatives from each of the three railroads that pass through our community and the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA).  The meeting, which included site visits to the railroad crossings at 117th Street and Front Street, is part of the process to establish a “Quiet Zone” or “Whistle Ban” along the lakefront.  This meeting took nearly a year to set up (due to railroad delays) and is a crucial part of the approval process.  The next step is for the FRA to recommend the level of improvements that must be made to each crossing to qualify for the “Quiet Zone”.  The cost of these improvements can range from as little as $100,000 to as much as $1.5 million.  We now anxiously await their response so we can move closer to finally quieting the train horns.
Till next month…Mayor Joe
