June Issue of the WRite Stuff – Mayor’s Article

There’s a lot going on in Whiting right now and I hope the construction hasn’t created too much of an inconvenience for everyone.  Street repairs, new water lines, parking improvements and significant repairs to the Community Center are all in full swing.  Along with the infrastructure work that is going on, there are several private commercial developments underway.  The former Illiana Hotel is looking great with the addition of several new retail spaces and new residential condominiums under construction.  The former Just Dotty’s Tavern will reopen this summer as a John’s Pizzeria of Cal City fame.  Another project that is moving quickly is the renovation of the former Just Little Things antique store into two new retail units and two new luxury apartments.  I hope to be able share more information with you about several additional commercial ventures that we are currently working on very soon.

While on the topic of commercial development, I’d like to mention a few things about the future Super Wal-Mart store that will begin construction sometime later this year.  When a large “big box” store like Wal-Mart comes to town, there are many issues and concerns that arise.  People worry if our business district can survive just a few blocks down the road from such a retail giant.  This is a valid concern and something that can’t be taken lightly.  That’s why we have created a “Wal-Mart Task Force to begin discussing ways to turn this new development into a positive for our community.  We are working with Mayor McDermott attempting to establish an advertising fund to increase the marketing effort for our business district and also on a project that will position directional signs near the new store to pull traffic into the City.  The Task Force will also explore other partnerships with Wal-Mart that can direct customers to Whiting stores and eateries.  These are a just a few of many concepts that are in the works to ensure that the Wal-Mart has a positive impact on Whiting.  Yes, not every business will be able to fight the battle, but if we work together, the majority of them can not only survive, but improve their sales.
Enjoy the nice weather and don’t forget to join us for our Summer Concert series in Whiting Park beginning in July.  Special thanks to Mr. Marty Dybel for once again coordinating these fantastic concerts. 
Till next month…Mayor Joe
