May Issue of the WRite Stuff – Mayor’s Article

As promised, I will pick up where I left off last month in outlining many of the projects planned for 2007 in Whiting.  In an effort to improve our fire rating, we have created a plan to improve the water distribution system across the city.  While I have already listed several water related projects in last month’s column, another water distribution improvement that is scheduled to begin in May is the replacement of 15 older fire hydrants throughout the city.  The new hydrants will increase fire water flow during emergency conditions providing an improved level of fire protection for the community. 

Plans to install new water, sewer and power lines into Whiting Park are being finalized.  This project will be funded by a $1 million federal grant and will pave way for future development along the lakefront.  We also hope to include railroad crossing improvements during this project that will allow us to begin enforcing a train whistle “quiet zone” or whistle ban.  These projects can begin as early as late 2007 or at worst in early 2008.
Sometime late summer, the repaving of the street surface and the restriping of parking areas on 119th Street will also take place.  We anticipate that we also regain several parking spaces lost as the result of the last striping project.
Moving on to another topic, I wanted to remind our readers that the City of Whiting and the City of Hammond have approved a joint partnership to charge the same fees for all residents within the 46394 zip code area.  This means that Robertsdale residents will receive the Whiting rate at the Whiting Community Center and at Whiting Park, while Whiting residents will get the Hammond rate at the Lost Marsh Golf Course and Wolf Lake Park.  It appears that this information has not been widely distributed and I wanted to take the time to remind everyone of this new partnership.
Lastly, I wanted to make a pitch to all of the Whiting-Robertsdale residents to consider donating items of historical significance to the Whiting-Robertsdale Historical Society or the Whiting-Robertsdale Museum Committee.  Too many times, after the passing of our relatives and friends, items rich in our local history are discarded by the surviving members of the family.  Historical items, even those that may not have significant monetary value, should be preserved for future generations to enjoy.  If you have photos, Standard Oil items, local sports items (uniforms, etc.) or any other item that is specific to Whiting or Robertsdale, please consider donating them to one of the above groups.  We are working on establishing the process to issue statements that will value the artifact and provide the donor with documentation supporting the proper tax deduction.  You can contact Bob Kark at City Hall for further information.
Till next month…Mayor Joe
