November Issue of the WRite Stuff – Mayor’s Article

I think it’s time for another update on several of the projects that we are wrapping up across the City.  Let me start with the 118th Street and Ohio Avenue water main projects.  New water mains were installed along these two streets to increase fire water flow and circulation.  The project also rectified a failing pavement problem on 118th and several drainage issues on Ohio.  The project is complete with the exception of some minor landscaping and grading issues that will be finished as weather permits.
Also nearing completion is the yearlong project to reconstruct Standard Avenue and Front Street.  New sewers, drainage culverts and water mains were included in the project which rebuilt the worst roadway in our city.  The new road now includes a third turning lane which is expected to mitigate vehicle congestion issues during peak industrial traffic periods.  The Front Street renovation will serve as the entrance to Whiting Park and provide the needed space for future pedestrian trails connecting the park with the George Lake Trail.  The far west end of the old Standard Avenue will be removed from service and may be included in potential future developments.  The second phase of the project, which will include the installation of a new lighting system and landscaping along the route, is expected to begin in 2008.
The Whiting Community Center roof and window replacement projects are also nearing completion.  The failed clay tile roof is being replaced with a new clay tile roof from the same foundry that the original roof tiles were made.  Every window in the building has also been replaced with new high efficiency units that are expected to reduce our energy costs for the building considerably.  Both of these projects were largely funded by grant monies that we were able to obtain.  All in all, over $1 million was invested into this building by leveraging approximately $400,000 of local money.
By the time you read this article, the New York Avenue reconstruction project will also be nearing completion.  The project which includes a new water main, decorative street lighting, new sidewalks and a new street surface, will greatly improve water flows throughout the entire midtown section of the city.  Another project worth mentioning is our efforts to demolish the former Globe Roofing buildings.  We hope to have secured the funds necessary to raze these structures sometime in November and commission the demolition by year’s end.  While this project has not yet been finalized, we are feeling more and more confident that we can indeed get this done.

On another topic, we have made several needed changes to our Animal Control Program over the past several months.  Park Superintendent Marty Jakubowski has been pulling double duty and handling the department through a transition period.  Marty has taken the time and effort to improve the condition of the animal holding areas and has established new feral cat and pet adoption programs.  Marty’s efforts are also largely responsible for the city establishing a “no euthanizing” policy.  Congratulations Marty on a job well done (and keep it up).
Lastly, we are in the process of evaluating our playground equipment throughout the City.  Our intentions are to establish a plan to upgrade and hopefully expand the equipment sometime in early 2008.  Our efforts will be focused on utilizing recycling grant dollars to purchase playground equipment that is made from recycled plastics.  Stay tuned for a future update.

I’d like to wish all of the WRite Stuff readers a Happy Thanksgiving.  I hope you have the opportunity to enjoy some time off from work and some great homemade food.

Till next month…Mayor Joe
