June Issue of the WRite Stuff – Mayor’s Article

Anyone who knows me will know that I believe in developing a plan or a strategy and sticking to it.  A very important part of my administration’s plan is to ensure the viability of our business district.  This principle is important to Whiting’s future for a number of reasons.  First, without our business district, our community can easily lose its identity.  How many times have you heard someone who knows you are from Whiting say that you have a great downtown area?  Every time I bring a fellow Mayor into Whiting, this is the first comment that they make.  Nearly everyone who comes to our City recognizes that the appearance of 119th Street makes our community different from other communities.  Secondly, the businesses in our City play a huge role in our community.  They employ our residents, they provide us with goods and services and they financially support our community functions and organizations.  Without them, it would be very difficult to fill the void.  With that said, here are a couple of projects that we have recently accomplished and a few that will be completed shortly to improve the ambiance of our downtown area.  I was honored to be able to rededicate the newly renovated Veteran’s Memorial on the corner of 119th and Oliver on Memorial Day.  This project not only rejuvenated a City landmark, but was a fitting tribute to the many men and women from Whiting who have served in the armed forces.  Another project that we hope caught your eye is the new City billboard next to the Hoosier Theater.  The billboard will showcase Whiting-Robertsdale events and businesses, while improving the visual appearance of the streetscape.  Another project that you will soon see in progress is our “Wayfinding Sign Project”.  The goals of this project are threefold; to provide functional signage along the business district, to improve the look of the 119th streetscape and to drive traffic to the business district.  These new signs directing visitors to our municipal facilities, our landmarks and our businesses will be placed along Indianapolis Boulevard and 119th Street.
Another important part of our strategy or plan is to create an environment that encourages people to live in our community.  We all know that we have a great community, but finding ways to change perceptions and to visually improve our community is paramount to attracting new families to buy homes here.  We have been fortunate to receive several grants and donations to help us fund new projects that will renovate stale or underutilized areas of our City.  One of the improvements in this category will include a new street sign project.  Our goal will be to install the historical street signs that were recently installed on 119th Street throughout the entire City.  Other projects will seek to improve City parkways and easements along Indianapolis Boulevard and the entrances to Whiting Park at 117th and Front Streets.  These projects are a small part in the overall strategy to improve property values and the visual appearance across the entire City.
Moving on to another topic, I’d like to briefly mention a change that we will be implementing on a trial basis to reduce costs.  As you probably know, recent legislation will require that we reduce nearly 20% of our overall budget by 2010.  While this is a better situation than we originally faced, it will still be a huge challenge.  One area that we can save over $100,000 annually is in our trash pick-up services.  Beginning sometime this summer, we will make several changes to our pick-up schedule that will result in fewer overall pick-ups across the city.  We are confident that we can continue to provide exceptional service after these changes are made.  If you experience problems during this trial period, please call the City Garage at 659-1219. 

Till next month…Mayor Joe
