March Issue of the WRite Stuff – Mayor’s Article

My last column regarding pending legislation and its impact on Whiting has created quite a stir around town.  While we have made some progress on this issue, we are by no way out of the woods.  It will also be difficult providing the readers with an update this month.  Between the times I write this column and the WRite Stuff hits your doorstep, several things will be happening.  These things include at least three more trips to Indianapolis for me, the roll out of our “Save our City” media campaign and the Legislature having officially adjourned for the year.  The media campaign has been designed to draw attention to our situation at the time when the Legislature is in Conference Committee.  This part of the process is the time where the final decision on nearly every piece of legislation is made.  These next 2 weeks will be crucial to our community, but because of the timing of these events, I won’t be able to share any news as to how things turned out until next issue.
I can tell you that I have met with nearly every ranking member of the legislature over the past month.  I can also tell you that we have proposed amendments and drafted language that have the potential to provide significant property tax relief for our residents, while allowing the City to continue to operate and provide the services that our residents need.  The legislators have all been gracious while I explain our unique situation and have genuinely expressed concern.  I can only hope that they also take action to resolve an issue that was created through no fault of ours.
Till next month…Mayor Joe
