May Issue of the WRite Stuff – Mayor’s Article

Over the past four years, I’ve written about the many grants that the City has been awarded.  These grants come in all sizes and have been earmarked for all types of projects.  Being awarded a grant is one of the very few things that no one tends to argue about.  There are no downsides, only positive news resulting in projects or cost reductions that everyone can benefit from.  The reason grants are on my mind is that I just realized that our latest grant award put us over the $6 million mark since I became Mayor in 2004.  It’s hard to believe, over 6 million bucks for little ole Whiting!  Better yet, we have another $2 million more in the pipeline.  I once again must congratulate all of my staff and our grant writing consultant Tom Dabertin for a job well done…but don’t stop now!

Anyone who knows me well knows that I’m a big supporter of Little League Baseball and Softball.  Little League was a big part of my youth and is a truly important part of any community.  One of my theories is that every dollar spent to support a youth organization today pays ten times the benefit down the road somehow, someway.  With that said, I would ask that whenever the opportunity arises that you consider supporting one of these fine groups.  Whether it’s Whiting or Robertsdale Little Leagues, Babe Ruth, Hammond Pop Warner or any other youth group, it is money well spent.  If you are a regular contributor or supporter of any of these organizations, I’d like to thank you on behalf of our community.
If you’re a regular visitor to the City/Chamber web site, you likely noticed that we now post survey questions on a regular basis.  These surveys help us compile the community’s opinion on various issues.  The surveys can be completed by anyone visiting our site and Robertsdale residents are encouraged to participate.  For Whiting residents, we also occasionally distribute paper copy surveys with the water bills.  These surveys are typically more detailed and allow you to provide us a more in depth opinion on specific municipal issues.  I encourage all of the Whiting residents to complete these surveys and return them to us whenever they are distributed.  It’s a perfect way for you to help us gather information on how we’re doing or what we can do better.  With the May water bills a Public Works Survey will be distributed.  Your reply would be greatly appreciated.

Late in April, the Whiting City Street Department crews patched dozens of potholes along Indianapolis Boulevard in the Whiting city limits.  For those of you who don’t know, this is a state highway and the responsibility for repairing the street belongs to the state.  Unfortunately, after the state failed to respond to numerous phone calls for assistance, I made the decision to patch the potholes with our crews and with our funds.  Maybe the Governor can return the favor sometime down the road (don’t laugh)?
Till next month…Mayor Joe
