November Issue of the WRite Stuff – Mayor’s Article

This month, I’d like to discuss the numerous demolition projects that we are currently tackling.  The largest and most visible project is the razing of the former Globe Roofing buildings.  I know I’ve mentioned this project before, but by the time you read this article, the project will be nearing completion.  Our plans are to sell the property to BP, not only to recoup our acquisition and demolition costs, but to place the property back on the tax roles.  Also near the Globe property, the former Mom’s Restaurant on the corner of 121st and Schrage will also be torn down by year’s end.  Moving to 119th Street, the demolition of the former Mr. Ed’s Tavern should also begin in late November.  This project will pave the way for new retail development in the 1500 block of 119th.  We are currently exploring ways to increase parking along the business corridor and stir renovation in that area.  We anticipate that this demolition project will be the catalyst to transform this stretch of the business district.  The demolition of a building damaged by fire near the corner of Atchison and 117th Street should also be completed before this issue hits the street.  This project was delayed due to complications with the mortgage company and the insurance settlement.  Another demolition project that will be starting by the end of the year will be on New York Avenue near the newly constructed homes.  We have acquired 1944 New York on the west side of the street and are making way for several new houses to compliment the homes that were built across the street.  I expect to see the start of two of these new homes as soon as the weather breaks in the spring.  We will also begin razing a small problem property on the 1400 block of 121st street sometime in late November.  As a point of information, it is anticipated that the increased tax revenue associated with BP's purchase of the Globe Roofing property, will offset the lost property tax revenue associated with every demolition project we have undertaken over the past 4.5 years. 
The above list of demolition projects is just a smattering of the many vacant, blighted and poorly maintained properties that we have demolished since 2004.  My theory is and always has been that ridding the city of these eyesores or underperforming properties is vital to the future of our community.  While I can’t list the properties that we are pursuing in 2009, I can assure you that there will be more.  Replacing these problem properties with new homes and or new businesses will only strengthen the entire community and increase each of our property values. 

Here’s an update on a few other projects.  By press time, the water line project on 119th Street between Front and Schrage will be completed.  This project not only eliminates a major system bottleneck, but completes the first phase of the project to purchase water from Hammond.  The remaining two phases are scheduled to begin later this year and be completed sometime in 2009.  Another water system improvement will also likely be completed by press time.  This project will include improvements at the intersections of 119th and Cleveland, Central and LaPorte Avenues.  I apologize for the inconvenience this project created, but the benefit far outweighs the temporary grief.  Several streets and alleys will also be paved before the end of November.  Each of these projects was identified on our Capital Plan and is part of our strategy to repair and improve a portion of our infrastructure each year.

Till next month…Mayor Joe
