October Issue of the WRite Stuff – Mayor’s Article

After experiencing another huge rainfall this past month, I think it’s appropriate to comment on the impact to Whiting.  Let me cautiously note, that the following comments are related to City of Whiting utility customers only.  While I am certainly concerned about our friends in Robertsdale, I openly admit that I am far from an expert on issues related to their sewer and wastewater infrastructure.

I will start by repeating a statement I have made many times before and giving credit where credit is due.  The Mayors who preceded me had the foresight to work with their Board of Sanitary Commissioners to install a well designed and large capacity sewer and wastewater system throughout the City.  This system has proven it can handle once in a lifetime rainfall events and minimize the negative consequences for our homeowners.  Again, I thank them for their efforts and the investment that they made into our City’s infrastructure.  Even though our wastewater systems worked as designed, we did experience several minor problems throughout the City.  Despite making significant progress in recent years, we continue to have some nagging drainage issues in certain areas.  We are working on developing reasonable solutions to each of the issues and will continue working until we can implement a solution.  We also experienced a Detention Basin overflow.  While the Basin did detain over 35 million gallons of stormwater as designed, the volume of rainwater simply exceeded our capacity.  This overflow had no negative impact on the community and was handled in excellent fashion by City employees.  While not widespread, some homes also experienced minor basement flooding.  In each of our investigations, these cases involved seepage, runoff from yards, or mechanical malfunctions such as sump pump failures or clogged sewer lines.  While I would hate to make light of any water problem experienced by any property owner, I am extremely thankful that our issues were held to a minimum because of the systems that are currently in place.
Moving on to another issue, I’d like to give everyone an update on a property the Whiting Redevelopment Commission has recently purchased on the 1500 block of 119th Street.  The property most commonly referred to as the former Mr. Ed’s Tavern, will be razed in the near future.  This property has a deep history and is one of the oldest commercial structures in the city.  After the WRC had acquired the property, the property was inspected and analyzed to determine our course of action.  While we anticipated that the building would need to be demolished, we had hoped that a renovation would somehow be possible.  Unfortunately, we have determined that the structural integrity of the building has failed due to lack of maintenance.  It is now hoped that a new development project, that is consistent with our City’s historical architecture, will replace the building after it is razed.  Stay tuned for further updates on this project.

I’d like to close this month’s column by informing you about a staffing change that will be occurring this month.  Fire Chief Mike Mantich has elected to retire and take advantage of a great opportunity in the private sector.  Chief Mantich has served the department for 27 years and as Chief for more 6 years.  I’d like to personally thank Mike for his service and his professionalism and wish him the best of luck with his new endeavor.  In the interim, Fire Captain Bruce Stolman will serve as Acting Chief until further notice.  I am confident that under Bruce’s leadership, that the department will continue to provide the high level of service that our citizens have grown accustomed to.  I’d like to wish Bruce the best of luck in his new position.
Till next month…Mayor Joe
