April Issue of the WRite Stuff – Mayor’s Article

I’d like to address a couple of issues this month, starting with anonymous letters.  As Mayor, it is not unusual to receive several unsigned letters each month.  Just like every piece of correspondence I receive, I read them and try to take action wherever it makes sense to do so.  Unfortunately, anonymous letters are difficult to respond to.  They usually don’t have enough detail to act upon and almost always have a different tone than normal letters (I’m being nice here).  My reaction to these letters usually depends on the content of the letter.  If the sender is truly trying to point out a legitimate issue, I’ll respond in almost the same manner as I would to a signed letter, with the exception that I cannot personally follow up on the matter.  For those letters that the writer is obviously on some twisted mission, they typically don’t get much traction.  Whether a valid point is raised or not the message is usually lost because the approach was seriously flawed.  My point is simple, if you have an issue, you’re more apt to get it resolved if you put a face to the complaint.  
Now that I got that out of the way, let me try to address a few recent letters (unsigned) that I have received.  I’ll start with the easy one.  I received a very clear and polite note regarding the truck noise and vibrations near the 121st and Schrage intersection – an entrance used by BP truck traffic.  In May, the City will be repairing a collapsed sewer line under the railroad tracks near this intersection.  We are also attempting to get this railroad crossing repaired in conjunction with our project.  After the street and the crossing have been repaired, the noise should be significantly reduced.  We are also reviewing the possibility of eliminating the truck route designation for Schrage Avenue, thus forcing all future (normal) truck traffic down Standard Avenue.  Now that Standard Avenue has been reconstructed, there is little or no need to continue using Schrage as a primary truck route.  This will not stop all truck traffic completely, but it will reduce the volume considerably.

Now for the handful of other letters covering issues from crossing guards to recommendations on where I should go (exciting new vacation spots), it’s best that you make an appointment to meet with me personally in my office.  There is no way that I can take action on your issue without understanding more about your concern.
OK, here’s another round of Mayor Joe’s “Interesting Facts”.  Did you know that the current state statute does NOT allow a 7 member City Council to voluntarily reduce its membership to a 5 member board?  That’s right, it’s currently illegal to do so.  Do you know that the City Council cannot take official action to reduce the salary of any elected City official?  Yep, this is also currently illegal.  Did you know that the current state law forces municipalities to solicit 3 quotes before I can hire someone to do a $25 toilet repair?  Yep, you got it, this is also illegal.  In fact I was able to get this law changed in 2008, but for some unknown reason the restrictive law still applies to all municipalities with a population of fewer than 10,000 people.
Since I’m in a try something new mood, here’s a new twist that I’ll occasionally add to my column – I’ll call it the “Thumbs up and Thumbs down section.  Here’s my first attempt.  Thumbs up to: The Whiting Redevelopment Commission, Bob Kark and Hennessey Builders for the great job in getting several new homes built on New York Avenue, thumbs up to Baran Funeral Home for the generous donation made to the Food Pantry during the holidays, thumbs up to Congressman Visclosky for his help in securing over $5 million in federal grants for the City of Whiting and thumbs up to Dave Ruzich for the great job he did in renovating the new Owens-Ruzich Funeral Home.  Now Thumbs down to: All litterbugs, the State Legislature for creating silly laws like those listed above and people who don’t get the proper permits needed when repairing their property.
Wishing a speedy recovery to my personal psychiatrist, who recently broke his ankle after an intense late night therapy session.
Till next month…Mayor Joe
