August Issue of the WRite Stuff – Mayor’s Article

I have to believe that Whiting has been wrestling with parking issues since the invention of the automobile, but that’s probably a stretch.  With that said, here’s an interesting fact; by the end of 2009, 209 new parking spaces will have been added along the 119th Street business corridor.  We also anticipate that we will add another 75 spots by the end of 2010.  Since I’m talking about parking, I’d like to discuss some issues related to the residential side of the equation.  Unlike the days of old, it is not uncommon for today’s family to have multiple cars.  It won’t be a surprise to most of you, but all of these additional vehicles create a whole new realm of residential parking problems.  The unfortunate news is that the problem will only get worse in the future.  In the coming weeks, I will be working with the City Council to create a plan that attempts to at least improve the situation in certain problem areas.  We will try some things on a temporary basis and also make some permanent changes.  We will discuss possible ideas such as striping parking spaces on residential streets that should lead to more orderly parking and the elimination of wasted parking space.  We will also need to revisit the handicap parking permit process.  This is an extremely sensitive issue, but it’s one that needs to be addressed.  While we have many legitimate handicap permits that have a valid need for a handicapped parking space, we unfortunately have many existing permits that should not be in place.  My objective will be to redraft the ordinance to be fair and consistent for all applicants, but more difficult for people to beat the system.  I’ll keep you posted on any progress we make in this area in the coming months.
A few months back, I wrote about the sewer lining project on the south side of White Oak Avenue.  As is usually the case, the project hit a snag when the contractor discovered a 50 year old temporary repair while preparing to reline the sewer.  The poor condition of the old repair will force us to replace a short section of the sewer line adding to the cost of the project.  While the additional $75,000 expense increases the cost of the project slightly, the overall savings will still be significant.  
OK, I need to get a few thank yous and congratulatory remarks into this months column, so here goes;  Thank you and congratulations to everyone associated with the 2009 Pierogi Festival.  This was a record year and things went extremely smooth in all aspects of the event.  I would like to especially thank all of the Whiting-Robertsdale residents who endure the inconveniences associated with hosting this enormous event.  Thank you to Buzzy and Tim from Region Signs for all you do to help our community.  It would take me a month to list all that they do for us, much of it on a volunteer basis.  Congratulations to Karen Holmes from Midtown for her efforts in bringing the Indiana Licensed Beverage Association Annual Meeting and Golf Outing to the Whiting-Robertsdale area.  Thank you to the BP Whiting Refinery for their contributions that support our new Whiting Scholarship Program.  Thank you to Park Superintendent Marty Jakubowski and Park Foreman Paul Depoy and his crew for their efforts in making Whiting Park look better than ever.  Congratulations and good luck to the “All Good Café” and “Al Jay’s Express” on the opening of their new businesses on 119th Street.  Thank you to Tom Vavrek of Vavrek Architects for having faith in our community by making a significant investment in his property on 119th Street.  Similar kudos go out to Sunrise Restaurant, Winey Beach Café and Elena Travel for making improvements to their businesses.
Till next month…Mayor Joe
