January Issue of the WRite Stuff – Mayor’s Article

I’d like to try and update everyone on a hodgepodge of issues this month…so here goes.
Our paving contractor could not fit our planned paving projects into their year-end schedule and the work will be delayed till spring.  This work includes the paving of West Fred, a portion of 116th Street and several alleys.  The new list will now also include 119th Street from Atchison to Schrage and the restriping of all the parking spaces.  While I’m speaking of paving projects, I have received a few comments regarding our crack-sealing program that was started last fall.  While the sealing method leaves a sometimes unsightly series of black lines on our streets, the program is expected to save the City tens of thousands of dollars each year.  Industry estimates show that crack-sealing can extend the life of paved streets by 8 to 10 years.  Continuing with the street theme let me update you on our new road salting policy.  Contrary to some comments I have heard, we do have an adequate inventory of road salt and we are salting our streets when the conditions warrant.  But, since the price of salt has tripled over last year’s cost, we have been forced to make some modifications to our salting procedures.  We unfortunately will no longer be able to regularly salt our alleys and we have adjusted our trucks to minimize the overspray thus saving tons of salt each season.  I encourage you to call the City Garage if there is an area that you feel warrants additional salting.
In 2009, we also caught up on our routine tree trimming, stump removal and tree planting projects across the city.  While we still have a few projects to finish, these should all be done by spring.  If you have a tree issue that needs attention, please contact Marty Jakubowski at the Community Center.  Let me caution everyone that we cannot simply cut down a healthy tree because the property owner wants it cut down and we can only address trees that are on public property (tree lawns and parks). 
While we have dozens of projects slated for 2009 across the city, the first project that will break ground in the new year is an emergency repair of a collapsed sewer line on 121st Street just east of Schrage Avenue.  The main sewer line serving our industrial property owners along Standard Avenue has been damaged directly underneath the CSX rail line.  It is expected that this project will start by February 1 and will take 3 months to complete.  While I’m on the subject of our 2009 slate of projects, I have submitted over $13 million in projects to be considered for President-elect Obama’s infrastructure stimulus plan.  Each of the projects that I have submitted are real projects that we can begin in short order and are included on our Capital Improvement Plan.  If we were lucky enough to have just one of the projects funded by the stimulus plan, it would be a huge victory for us.
Nearly every week at City Hall, a new interesting fact related to our community is brought to our attention.  Here are a few things you may be interested in knowing; When the contractors were digging up 119th Street near the corner of Indianapolis Boulevard to replace the water line last fall, they had to remove a section of the old trolley line rail that used to run down 119th Street.  Did you know that the main sewers on Indianapolis Boulevard and on Cleveland Avenue are 100+ year old hand-crafted brick sewers?  Did you know that the round stained glass window hanging over the side exit of City Hall is the original window for the City Hall building when it actually served as a church?  Did you know that the City of Whiting has approximately 2.8 miles of Lake Michigan shoreline?  
I’d like to close by thanking my secretary Marlene Rancich for putting up with me over the past 5-years.  Marlene has elected to retire after serving 21 years under Mayor Bercik and my administration.  Marlene, good luck and thanks for everything you did for me and our City.

Till next month…Mayor Joe
