July Issue of the WRite Stuff – Mayor’s Article

I’d like to start by correcting an announcement that I made in last month’s column.  After I submitted my article last month, some new information came to light that will now cause us to delay the Cleveland Avenue reconstruction project until spring of 2010.  A slight delay in the financing process would have pushed the project into December and possibly January.  To avoid winter snowplowing issues and to ensure the quality of the concrete and brick replacement portions of the project, we made the decision to postpone construction until next year.  I will still hold the public meeting on July 30 to discuss the scope of the project.  The meeting will be held at the Community Center at 6:00 pm.  I apologize for the confusion, but this is the best solution to ensure we are left with the highest quality project.

You may have noticed that we have recently had a large ‘vac truck’ vacuuming out the catch basins on many of the city streets.  We hired a contractor to perform this work for the City as part of our infrastructure preventive maintenance program.  Over time, these catch basins (sewers) fill with leaves and trash that is washed in from the streets.  This debris will either clog the catch basin and cause flooding in the street, or make it to our Detention Basin where it causes us other problems.  In the past, we simply reacted to a plugged drain by addressing it on an as needed basis.  This was not only expensive, but tasked our resources when we experienced heavy rainfall.  In a nutshell, over the course of 3 years, we can clean every catch basin in the city on a planned schedule at a cost that is equal to reacting on an as needed basis.  The data we will collect through this new program, will also allow us to accurately analyze if we can save further dollars by purchasing our own truck and doing the work with City staff in the future.
I’d like to spend a little time plugging one of the most active Commissions in the City – the Whiting Redevelopment Commission (WRC).  The WRC has certain authorities, powers and flexibilities that can expedite redevelopment projects.  Some of the many projects that the WRC has completed in recent years include the acquisition, demolition and sale of the Globe Roofing property, the reconstruction of Standard Avenue and the new housing development on New York Avenue.  They are also driving the redevelopment project on the 1500 block of 119th Street and the acquisition and demolition of several unsafe buildings across our community.  They will also be the lead agency for our Lakefront Development Project and future Museum.  The WRC is also responsible for infusing nearly $1 million in redevelopment matching grants throughout the community.  These grants have stimulated over $2.5 million in investment in Whiting properties since 2004.  The Commission is currently reviewing its options for funding additional grants for homeowners.
In general, redevelopment is not an exact science.  There is always a certain amount of risk involved in any project that the Commission undertakes.  In my opinion, the WRC has an extremely high batting average and have made some great decisions that have vastly improved our community.  I’d like to thank and recognize the following individuals for their service, effort and vision; Commissioners Willie Wajvoda, Paul Progar, Tim Kompier, Brian Lowry and Tony Borgo, Redevelopment Director Bob Kark, Redevelopment Attorney Denise Sejna and Recording Secretary Jennifer Giancola.  It is also appropriate to acknowledge former Commissioner Rudy Wunder for his many years of service on the Commission.  Please don’t stop, we still have a lot of work to do, but I know we’re headed in the right direction!!
Till next month…Mayor Joe
