May Issue of the WRite Stuff – Mayor’s Article

If you ever had a chance to hear me speak at public meeting or make a presentation to any of our local organizations, chances are that you heard me comment about the relationship between Whiting and Robertsdale.  I discuss the topic often, because the relationship is so unique that it bears repeating.  In fact, it would be difficult to quickly find another example similar to ours.  Where else are two close-knit ‘neighborhoods’, which have as much in common as we do, governed by two different municipalities?  My point is this; regardless of what side of the border you are on, our community is stronger because of this long-term relationship.  If we continue to interact and cooperate like we have done for the first 100+ years, we’ll ensure that we will have an even stronger community for another century or so.
Having this type of relationship affords the two Cities many opportunities to forge new partnerships and improve the quality of life of the greater community.  Many of the projects that we have already collaborated on have been widely publicized.  These include our partnership on recreational fees, cross-border police patrolling, joint public works project bidding and our pending agreement to purchase drinking water in early 2010.  As I reported in this column a few months back, we are also currently studying our options to consolidate our Fire Departments.  While some of these partnerships are great ideas that can be easily implemented, some like the Fire Department issue, are much more complex.  Both Mayor McDermott and I will certainly continue to explore new ways to improve how we deliver services to our constituents, as long as the net result is good for both of our Cities.
Speaking of joint Hammond-Whiting projects, here are a few issues that we are currently discussing.  We have formed a joint ‘Indianapolis Boulevard Committee’ with intentions of creating a long-term plan for the future development of the corridor.  Issues such as streetscape improvements, property acquisitions and general beautification will be addressed.  Whiting is also working to improve the automation of our Wastewater Detention Basin Facility.  By utilizing new technology, Whiting hopes to significantly improve the interaction with the Hammond Sanitary District during periods of high rainfall.  These improvements will assist Hammond in unloading their pumping stations and can help prevent potential problems in Robertsdale.  The Hammond Port Authority and Whiting have also been working closely on a project that will connect the George Lake Bike Trail to Whiting’s new Lakefront Trail and Boardwalk.  Early discussions have identified several opportunities to potentially expand recreational facilities and improve the quality of life for the entire Whiting-Robertsdale community.  The possibility to work together on future Lakefront development is also being discussed.  These are just a few of the many issues that are common to Whiting and Robertsdale where joint cooperation can pay huge dividends.  I would like to thank Mayor McDermott and his Robertsdale Team of Milan Kruszynski, Stan Dostatni and Tom Dabertin for all their help in assisting Whiting with these projects.
On another topic, I’d like to acknowledge the folks at Lake-Park Development.  They recently presented the City with a donation for the new yet unnamed Whiting Scholarship Fund.  Lake-Park intends to make a donation for every home that they build in the Lakefront Commons Development on Center Street.  Many thanks and keep those hammers flying.
In closing, I’d like to thank one of my colleagues, Brian Lowry, who recently left his position as Director of Community Development for the City to begin a new journey as a independent consultant.  Brian formed Shoreline Consulting and will be assisting the City and many new clients in the world of business development and marketing.  I’d like to personally thank Brian for his dedicated service and wish him nothing but the best on his new endeavor.
Till next month…Mayor Joe
