November Issue of the WRite Stuff – Mayor’s Article

I’m sure the WRite Stuff readers have heard enough about our City budget, but I forgot to mention a couple of important items in last month’s column.  First, in 2010 City of Whiting employees are not scheduled to receive a wage increase.  This is not my preference, just a consequence of the current economy and property tax environment.  While there are no raises planned, I have included a provision to include a small cost of living bonus for most employees if our financial condition improves from what is currently projected.  The exception is those employees who will assume more responsibilities and increased workloads.  If this does occur, these affected employees may be promoted to higher salary classifications.  While this may be considered a raise by some, the increased funding will come from the elimination of another position somewhere in the budget.  I also forgot to include an update on the Whiting Fire Department.  Everyone is likely aware of our discussions with Hammond on consolidating our respective Fire Departments.  This project has hit several hurdles and is unlikely to occur in the short term.  In short, it will cost both cities more money to make this concept work than the projected benefits are worth.  The incentives are simply not attractive enough to make this a good business decision at this point in time.  So what will we be doing with the Fire Department?  The WFD Union officials and I have been discussing ways to reduce costs, while still providing a high level of services.  I have no illusions of being able to provide the same level of service that is provided today and this should be noted, but there are several possibilities that can lead to a reasonable solution to our dilemma.  I must commend and thank the WFD firefighters for their cooperation in these discussions.
OK, here’s another episode of “Mayor Joe’s Interesting Facts about Whiting”.  Did you know that Whiting is the smallest city in the state when ranked by total area within the city boundaries?  In terms of population, there are many cities smaller than us, but in land area, we’re the smallest by far.  Did you know that over 41,000 vehicles travel on Indianapolis Boulevard near the Horseshoe Casino each day?  Did you know that over 16,000 of those same vehicles make it to 119th Street and an average of 5,000 cars per day travel on 119th Street?
I’d like to wrap up this month’s column by getting back on my soapbox for a minute again.  Is it my imagination or have we become a nation of uncontrolled litterbugs?  How do some people think it’s acceptable to open your car door at an intersection and place a bag of fast food litter in the middle of the street?  Why do kids think it’s acceptable to walk down the street and simply discard there candy wrappers and beverage bottles on the sidewalk?  When did it become acceptable to walk out of a store and discard the plastic bag at the exit of the store?  I’m tempted to give our police officers bonuses for every 5 littering tickets that the write in the next year.  I can see a few of the WRite Stuff readers rolling their eyes while they’re reading this, but that’s OK.  We spend tens of thousands of dollars each year to clean up after other people’s stupidity, while at the same time, we probably have more trash cans per square mile than any city in the region.  Now I’m not naïve enough to think that my complaining will result in a global solution to our littering problem, but maybe it will lead to a couple of parents discussing the ills of littering with their children.  Or maybe a few teachers will bring up in the classroom.  Or maybe the knucklehead who leaves his fast food garbage in the middle of 119th Street gets a ticket.  These would be good things that may help reduce the impact of a truly out of control problem that affects us all…..as I jump down off my soapbox.  Thanks for listening!!
Till next month…Mayor Joe
Mayor Joe can be reached via email at jstahura@whitingindiana.com
