October Issue of the WRite Stuff – Mayor’s Article

Last month, I promised to provide a summary of the City’s financial situation, including a look at our 2010 budget.  While I can probably provide you with 100’s of pages of data and related information, I’ll try to be short and sweet.  In general, the storm of new state legislation that we have been saddled with over the past 4 years has placed continuous pressure on our operating revenue.  To account for next year’s projected revenue shortfall, I have submitted a 2010 General Fund operating budget to the City Council of $6 million, down from $8 million in 2009.  Nearly every other fund budget has also been reduced to account for the anticipated reduction in revenues.  We have made the necessary adjustments to survive these reductions, but it is still unclear if we can continue to fund the level of services that we are currently providing to our residents.  At the end of the day, we will find a way to make ends meet.  OK, now I would like to get on the soap box for a few minutes.  When we first got hit with the property tax reassessment in 2004, all City of Whiting officials made every effort to do everything in our power to reduce the property tax burden on our local property owners.  We knew we would have to find a way to live with less to get the tax bills back to reasonable levels.  Now the reason I jumped on the soap box is this; at first glance at the Whiting residential property tax bills coming due this month (2008 pay 2009), it appears that the majority of them have increased.  How can tax bills increase when the local agencies of government have significantly reduced their operating budgets across the board?  Plain and simple, the state has once again miscalculated the impact of their own actions.  The state’s elimination of the Property Tax Replacement Credit was not offset by other state actions as planned.  So tax bills have increased even though the local tax rate is significantly lower than last year.  Once again, we will survive.  Related to this fiasco, it also appears that the County is struggling with applying the proper deductions rightfully due to many taxpayers.  Please review your tax bills as soon as you get them and call us if you need help restoring a deduction that you feel was inadvertently left off.
Switching topics, let me address a few rumors that have been circulating around town lately.  Rumor number 1, the Pierogi Fest will not be going to a 5 day festival.  This has not been discussed with City officials and we have no intention of supporting such an extension at this time.  Rumor number 2, the City is not trying to “buy up” any property on Steiber Street.  We have no interest in acquiring any building or property on Steiber and no project that will require the acquisition of these properties is on the drawing board.  In regards to rumors, I’ll remind everyone to consider the source.  Call or email me if you need to hear it from the horse’s mouth.
Here are a few other tidbits that I wanted to pass on to the readers.  Beginning immediately, the Whiting Fire Department will no longer honor a patient’s request to be transported to Community Hospital.  This is just too great a burden on our department and private transport companies can provide this service whenever needed.  You may remember me informing you that the City has received $171,000 in federal stimulus dollars for sidewalk installation.  Well, we have been informed that due to the stringent federal regulations on how this money is distributed, the sidewalks installation on Central Avenue and Oliver Street will be delayed until the spring of 2010.  I’d also like to express my congratulations to all of the members of Whiting’s American Legion Post #80 for celebrating their 90th anniversary.  
In closing, in early November the City will be submitting a grant application to the Regional Development Authority (RDA) Board for our Lakefront Development Project.  Early on, we had anticipated receiving as much as $5 million for our project.  We now have hopes that this amount can even be larger.  Any award larger than the anticipated $5 million will indicate the RDA’s confidence in our plan and our ability to execute its implementation.  I have my fingers crossed that the RDA will agree that our plan is solid and it warrants additional financial consideration. 
Till next month…Mayor Joe
Mayor Joe can be reached via email at jstahura@whitingindiana.com
