April Issue of the WRite Stuff – Mayor’s Article

I’d like to cover a number of miscellaneous topics this month in hopes of giving everyone a quick update on the many projects that are underway around the City.  I’ll start with our 119th Street Tree Plan.  It seems like only yesterday, but the trees along 119th Street are now pushing 19 years old.  Believe it or not, this is beyond the normal lifespan for trees in this type of setting.  Late last year, we commissioned a tree study to provide us with a recommended plan to remove the dying or stressed trees and replace them with new parkway friendly trees.  We anticipate beginning the work recommended in this study this spring with phases of the work continuing every year for the next 5 years.  In general, we will install a new grating system for each tree and remove and plant several trees each year until all of the trees have been replaced.  The bottom line is that several of these trees are in poor condition and several of them have grown beyond the height where they can be safely maintained in a sidewalk setting like 119th Street.
Next I’d like to bring everybody up to speed on a new exciting project that is now in full swing.  The City is working with representatives from each of the local arts organizations to establish an Arts Center on 119th Street.  The City, through the cooperation of the Redevelopment Commission, will make available a building at 1413 119th Street for the new Arts Center.  The current groups will form a new joint organization or Community Arts Council to manage the new facility.  My hopes are to see this project evolve into a community arts facility where a wide range of arts programs are provided and a venue that allows our local artists to showcase they’re skills.  A significant investment into the vibrant arts community already thriving in Whiting is long overdue.
Several building renovation projects are now in progress along 119th Street.  The building at 1532 119th (next to the new Memory Makers building) and the former Whiting Plumbing building are undergoing extensive façade renovations.  The building which will soon be home to the new Arts Center will also soon be renovated in preparation for the new tenants.  These projects are all driven by the vision of the Whiting Development Commission to stimulate new growth and investment along the business district.  This process takes an extraordinary amount of time and effort, but we are now starting to see the benefits of our labor and are working with several parties who are considering significant investments into our community because of this strategy.  The former Illiana Hotel appears to also have life again.  An experienced developer is actively working to finalize the acquisition and resurrect the project.  Details of the project scope have not been finalized, but all signs are positive at this point.  The Redevelopment Commission has also acquired the former Sherman’s Hardware and the former Tina’s Resale buildings.  Our intentions will be to renovate the façades and exterior structures then resell the buildings to qualified business enterprises.  Unfortunately, since our plate is currently full, the construction work on these buildings is not anticipated to begin until late 2010.
As you have most likely seen, the Cleveland Avenue reconstruction project is now in high gear.  The project is currently on schedule and proceeding as planned.  The new water line east of Schrage Avenue near Standard Diamonds is also going well.  Both of these projects are expected to be wrapped up (or very close) before July 4th.  If all goes as planned, the Lakefront Park water and sewer line project at Front Street will also be underway by press time.  This is the start of the 3 year Lakefront Development Project that will continue literally non-stop until late 2012.
I’ve got more to report, but I’ve run out of space!!!  I’ll pick it up where I left off next month.

Till next month…Mayor Joe
Mayor Joe can be reached via email at jstahura@whitingindiana.com
