August Issue of the WRite Stuff – Mayor’s Article

Over the past month, I’ve received several inquiries about the condition of the new Whiting Bike Trail and thought that it would be a good topic to start with this month.  The City has not yet taken control of the trails due to several outstanding issues.  These issues include a poor job of grass seeding, lack of watering and other landscaping issues.  It is important to note, that until the project is completed and all terms of the contract have been complied with, we will not approve the project.  It’s similar to you building a new house.  Until you are satisfied with the work that was done, you don’t move in.  The contractor is also responsible for maintaining the landscaping for a period of one year after construction is complete.  Once we sign off on the project, our crews will begin performing regular maintenance at the facilities.  Our hopes are that we can approve the project sometime in August and move on to the next phase of the trail.
For time to time, I think it pays to give the readers a quick reminder on the Building Permit and Contractor Licensing processes.  Many people look at these processes as cumbersome or simply ways for City’s to raise revenue.  While at times, they can be cumbersome, trust me when I say that they are not profitable ventures for the City.  It costs much more to provide the services than we bring in.  My key point in this discussion is that these processes are intended to protect both the homeowner and the City.  We can tell you countless horror stories where unlicensed contractors with little or no insurance have created havoc in a property owner’s life.  Stories where contractors take a deposit for a job that they never complete and stories where municipalities have been sued for not enforcing state codes and/or local ordinances.  Or worse yet, stories where people have been fatally injured and homeowners are caught in the middle.  In a nutshell, both the Permit and Contractor Licensing processes are intended to protect the homeowner and the City from liability or fraud.  There is a cost associated with obtaining a permit, but it’s relatively minor when compared to the risk of dealing with a non-licensed contractor.  If you are in doubt if a permit is needed, a simple call to City Hall will steer you in the right direction.
Circulating in the Whiting-Robertsdale rumor mill, is a story that Whiting property taxes will skyrocket to pay for the new Lakefront Development.  Let me try to re-emphasize the facts on this issue; Property taxes in Whiting will not increase one cent to fund the Lakefront Project.  100% of the funding for the project is coming from grants, industrial revenue bonds or private contributions.  Also keep in mind that the Legislature has capped all residential property taxes and even if the City wanted to increase property tax revenue, we simply cannot under the current system.
In closing, at my July Public Forum I shared with those in attendance our track record for securing grants and outside funding for many of our projects.  Due to the amazing efforts of my staff and our grant writers, our rolling total since January of 2004 is now $31,913,051.  Now $32 million bucks is a lot of cash to any City, but for a City of 5,000 people with an annual budget of around $8 million, this is really a lot of dough (a little Pierogi Fest humor).  Hopefully we continue to have similar good fortune in the future and we can continue to improve our community one project at a time.
Till next month…Mayor Joe
Mayor Joe can be reached via email at jstahura@whitingindiana.com
