January Issue of the WRite Stuff – Mayor’s Article

I hope you all had a great holiday season and I wish you nothing but the best as we head into 2010.  For many of us, we look back on 2009 and reflect on what appears to have been a very tough year.  I could recap all of the negative events and the impact they had on all of us, but there’s no reason to start the year on a sour note.  So, let me see if I can quickly summarize some good things that happened in Good Ole Whiting in 2009.

Let me start by saying that there is no community that responds to tough times better than the folks in Whiting-Robertsdale.  This past holiday season, I witnessed countless acts of kindness and generosity.  It amazes me how so many people, families and organizations, get more engaged in the community during rough times.  In 2009, thousands of dollars were donated to the Whiting Food Pantry and hundreds of Angel Tree gifts were bought for needy children.  In 2009, hundreds of turkeys were donated to feed the hungry and hundreds of meals were provided to families in need.  In 2009, the Whiting Elks also hosted 100 young naval recruits who were away from their families for Christmas dinner.  These are just a handful of examples of how our community worked to make the holidays and 2009 a little better for those who were less fortunate.  Regardless of what you donated or how you helped, I want to thank you for your contribution to helping our neighbors in the time of need. 
In rapid fire format, here’s a recap of some positive things that have taken place in 2009 or are on the horizon for 2010 for the Whiting community;  A renewed investment into the business district by both the City and the private sector, continued construction and sales of new homes despite the worst economic times in recent memory and continued progress of the BP expansion (the largest economic development project in Indiana State history).  The investment of over $2.5 million in new water and sewer lines throughout the City, the acquisition and demolition of several more unsafe buildings (more to come), and the continued improvements to Whiting’s own “no kill” Animal Shelter.  The investment of nearly $500,000 for street paving and reconstruction, an agreement that will restore and preserve the rich history of the former Schrage Family home, and the addition of several new businesses to the business district.  A progressive School Administration that is attracting new students and families to the community by virtue of its academic excellence, a new City scholarship program to assist our students with the cost of higher education, and an unprecedented partnership between the School and Civil City administrations.  Thanks to several grants, a continued investment into the Whiting Community Center, a new neighborhood park for the west side of the City, the celebration of the 100th birthday for Whiting Lakefront Park.  A significant investment to improve the energy efficiency of several municipal buildings, surpassing the $13 million mark for total grants awarded to the City since 2004, dozens of operational efficiency improvements and above all a balanced (but tight) budget for 2009 and 2010.

On the 2010 horizon we have; A complete reconstruction of one of our two remaining brick streets - Cleveland Avenue, $300,000 in new neighborhood sidewalks courtesy of the Federal Stimulus Plan, and shovels breaking ground for the largest public project ever undertaken by the City of Whiting, our Lakefront Development Plan.
All in all, not such a bad year in uncertain times.  There are dozens of projects and events that didn’t make this abbreviated summary, but I’ll try to capture them in greater detail in my State of the City Report which I expect to release in February.  When completed, the report will be posted on the City’s web site.

Till next month…Mayor Joe
Mayor Joe can be reached via email at jstahura@whitingindiana.com
