March Issue of the WRite Stuff – Mayor’s Article

If you read my column on a regular basis, you know that I occasionally stray from providing you with factual updates and attempt to provide a philosophical perspective on life in Whiting.  Well this is one of the months that I’ll take the latter approach.

It would be no secret if I told you that our community has been on a roller coaster trip for the past six years.  We all know too well that we’ve experienced events that have taken us to the bottom of the ride and then when we think that there’s no answer in sight, we sore back up to the top of the peak.  Then we blink a few times and back down the slope we go again only to begin the ride up the hill a few months down the road.  Whether it is a huge shift in property tax burden, a global economy that’s in the dumps or an investment of millions of dollars into our City, we keep taking the ride up and down the roller coaster.  If this bumpy ride has taught me one thing, it’s that it doesn’t pay to look back.  As Don Henley of the Eagles proclaims in one of his hit songs, we simply need to “Get over it”.  Now if you told me that I’d be writing a column like this a few years back, I would have questioned your sanity.  I remember too well the times when I felt like I was in a bar fight with a dozen sailors only to find that my hands were tied behind my back.  Well as they say, time heals all wounds and a little hard work and a whole lot of luck helps too.
Now these next few sentences might actually take me from sounding a little mushy to sounding a bit loony.  I really think taking that bumpy six year ride was actually good for us.  Oh, don’t get me wrong, I’m not saying it didn’t hurt or it didn’t cause a little of our hair to fall out, but in retrospect, I now think it was healthy.  If things didn’t happen as they did, would we have a $4 billion expansion at BP?  Would the municipal budgets be as lean as they are today?  Would $50 million be available for investment into our lakeshore and would we be poised for another $100 million in private investment?  I don’t know for sure, but I’d bet we wouldn’t have been positioned to capture these positive investments if things were the same as they were back in 2004.  Speaking of loony, I’m starting to enjoy my job.  Heck, I think I may actually have the best job in the world.  That’s right, the same guy who ran around in circles for four years straight trying to fix a system that was undeniably broken, has a new perspective of the job.  Yep, I don’t want to look back, I think I’m over it and it’s time to impact the future.  And believe it or not, I’ve never been more optimistic about where we’re at and where we are going than I am today…and no, I haven’t been drinking.
OK, OK, I told you I’d probably sound loony and I certainly don’t want to speak to fast.  Only God knows if these words will come back and bite me or how soon they will!!  My point is very simple, we’ve been blessed with an opportunity of a lifetime and we have an opportunity to do something special in this great community.  Calling it a “rebirth of a community” may be too strong of words, but they’re not too far off.  Everyone has a chance to participate and join the party.  Whether you help by volunteering, making a contribution to your favorite local charity or just shop more in our local businesses, these actions help move us up the ladder a notch.  Hold on to your seats and enjoy the ride.
Before I sign off, I’d like to quickly mention a great example of a successful partnership.  You have probably read a few blips about how the City has been working to restore the Immaculate Conception rectory that was also once the Schrage Family Home.  While the City may be the conduit in getting the restoration work completed, several other parties need to be recognized for this effort.  First and foremost, without the help of Father John Kalicky and the I.C. Parish Council, this project would not be happening.  Father John and I have worked to get us where we are today and the Parish Council has provided the support and approvals necessary for us to take action.  Mr. Michael Schrage on behalf of the Schrage Family has also been instrumental in getting this project off the ground.  Mr. Schrage has provided financial support to help restore the building.  Without the assistance of these parties, the project would never be taking place.  I would like to publicly thank all involved for making this project a reality.
Till next month…Mayor Joe
Mayor Joe can be reached via email at jstahura@whitingindiana.com
