May Issue of the WRite Stuff – Mayor’s Article

Let me continue where I left off last month and give you an update on the projects that are underway (or will be shortly) that I couldn’t fit in last month’s column.  Each year we strive to pave the worst streets in the City as part of our Capital Planning Strategy.  This year will be no exception and our primary project is Fischrupp Avenue from Schrage to Clark Street.  We will also try to get 128th and 116th and we have identified eight alleys that are also in need of resurfacing.  Also planned are several water main and sewer improvements across the City.  While these projects are not very glamorous, it is important that we continue to improve these vital systems every year.  Speaking of water lines, the long awaited water connection allowing us to begin purchasing water from the Hammond Water Works is scheduled to be completed in July.  While it took some time for us to construct the several phases needed to make this project a reality, it will be well worth the delay.  Installing the water lines in phases allowed us to complete this entire project with grant monies and cash balances versus being forced to borrow the funds.  As I mentioned several times before, this project will reduce our annual expenses by nearly $200,000 and at less than half the capital cost of a new plant allowing us to maintain our current rates for the foreseeable future.
Just so I can leave you all in suspense until next month, I’ll drop a few hints about a few projects that aren’t quite ready for release yet.  We are working closely with several parties in attempts of getting a few buildings that are currently vacant back in service.  If all goes well, we hope to facilitate the rehabilitation and subsequent reuse of these structures in the coming months.  Who knows, we may even have a few new commercial buildings going up if the stars align properly!  I know better than to jump the gun, but my staff has been working overtime trying to make some things happen.
Let me switch gears for a minute.  If you live in the construction area you’re well aware that we have new sidewalks being installed on Central Avenue and Oliver Street.  Early in the project, we had several requests to leave existing sidewalks in place versus replacing them with new concrete.  In most of these cases, I made the decision to replace the sidewalk if the condition of the sidewalk warranted replacement.  This decision was made after consultation with our project engineers and INDOT.  Since the project is funded with federal dollars directed through INDOT, the design and safety of the previous sidewalks were weighed when making the decision.  Electing to replace the sidewalks that were in question prevented the possibility of the entire project being delayed or worst yet being classified as non-compliant and being cancelled.  While I’m on the subject of construction, I have been made aware of a small number of incidents where contractors that are employed by the City have in some rare cases been rude to residents.  If you witness any unacceptable behavior by any contractor working for the City, please report it immediately to City Hall.  We will address these issues promptly and deal with the contractor accordingly.
Lastly, I’d like to cover an issue that’s been on my mind for quite some time.  A few years back during the property tax storm, many of us joined the protest by purchasing “Unfair Property Taxes” signs for our home’s windows.  I know that the tax issue will never be resolved in everyone’s eyes, but I hope you can all agree that significant strides have been made in stabilizing the situation.  My point is this; with all the positive things now occurring throughout the Whiting-Robertsdale community, the signs are at best old news.  I know it’s your right to display them and you paid to support the fight against the unfair issue at the time, but the signs can only do harm today.  It has a negative impact on anyone looking to purchase a home in town or anyone considering opening a new business.  With all of that said, I’d even be willing to make a donation of $10 for every sign a Whiting resident brings in to City Hall (within limits of course) to either the Whiting Food Pantry or the Whiting-Robertsdale Museum Fund in the name of the person who originally purchased the sign.  Something tells me that I’ll regret making this offer, but I’ll live!!
Till next month…Mayor Joe
Mayor Joe can be reached via email at jstahura@whitingindiana.com
