November Issue of the WRite Stuff – Mayor’s Article

I have several issues that I’d like to cover this month and I’ll start with an update on the new baseball stadium at Standard Diamonds.  The field surface will be ready for play for the spring baseball season and our goal is to have the entire stadium completed by April 1.  If you haven’t had the chance to review the conceptual animation of the new stadium, please do so by visiting our web site.  The new stadium is a significant part of our redevelopment strategy and will become an integral part of the plan to enhance the downtown business district.  The facility was moved much closer to 119th Street than originally planned and it is much more than a baseball diamond.  An exterior parkway and an interior concourse will truly make the new park a multi-use facility.  Most importantly, the new stadium will now allow for the best use of the adjacent land for future development.  This potential development was the biggest reason for our decision to upscale the stadium.  When projects like this are on the drawing board, all aspects for future growth and community improvement must be considered.  The additional investment in this new stadium and park is expected to pay large scale dividends to our community in the coming year.

Moving on to the new Whiting Municipal Sports Complex on 117th Street, these fields will also be ready for play by next spring and a conceptual animation for this complex is also available on the City’s web site.  The entire facility will be completed May 1 with the exception of the new skatepark, which will be delayed until at least late 2011.
Speaking of 117th Street, I’d like to give you a brief update on our discussions with the railroads on our “Whistle Ban” or Quiet Zone” effort.  For the record, this project has been one of the most difficult tasks I’ve encountered during my tenure.  After all of the tax issues we faced, I know it’s hard to believe that this statement is true, but I really think it ranks right up there with the toughest problems we’ve encountered.  After all of our discussions and all of our planning, it simply comes down to money.  In a nutshell, it will cost the City $2.5 million to stop the horns.  This would be a tough decision even if we had the money.  I haven’t given up, but we don’t have this kind of money to invest to simply stop the whistles at this point in time.  Now I’m looking at our options and we’re looking for grants and other funding, but it won’t happen in the short term.  The biggest problem is that we need to satisfy 3 separate railroads.  If we were dealing with just one, the horns would have been stopped several years ago.  Now if we’re looking for good news related to this project, I can tell you that we are now strongly leaning toward keeping the 117th Street entrance to the park open.
Let me move on to the Hammond Water connection.  Last month the City commissioned the new water line connection from Hammond and all temporary connections are now closed.  There is one more connection that will be nearing completion by press time to connect the new 16” line near our Detention Basin to Ohio Avenue near Central Avenue.  Once this line is completed, the water flows and pressures across the City will have returned to normal or even increased from the original pressures.  If for some reason your pressure has not returned to normal pressure, please contact the Water Department billing office at 659-6200.  I must thank Mayor Tom McDermott and Hammond Water Superintendent Ed Krusa and his staff for their cooperation and assistance throughout this project.  This truly is a great example of two City’s working together for the common good.

I also need to address some rumors that have been circulating on the north side of town.  At this time, the City has no plans of acquiring any well maintained properties north of 119th Street near the new sports complex.  We have acquired and are in the process of acquiring derelict properties that have been a nuisance or a detriment to the surrounding neighborhood, but there are no plans to force any one to sell their property against their will.  For the record, every purchase that the City has made has been done in a manner that was sensitive and respectful to the affected property owners.  In fact we have bent over backwards to be sure that the impacted parties are compensated justly and treated fairly on every acquisition.
Till next month…Mayor Joe
Mayor Joe can be reached via email at jstahura@whitingindiana.com
