September Issue of the WRite Stuff – Mayor’s Article

By press time, the contractors should be putting the finishing touches on Cleveland Avenue.  As the folks who live on Cleveland well know, this project is behind schedule by approximately 8 weeks.  While we always expect to run into problems when you undertake a project of this size, we certainly didn’t expect to discover another 120 year old brick sewer along 117th Street.  On top of that discovery, we also didn’t expect to find two city water lines running through the sewers along 117th Street!  Yep, back in the day, someone intentionally ran a water line straight through a sewer in two separate locations.  These discoveries, when coupled with a 4 week labor strike, explain the delay.  In the end, we took the extra time and spend additional funds to ensure that the project was completed correctly.  Not only did we remove the water lines from the sewers, but we replaced the brick sewer between Atchison and the alley east of Cleveland on 117th Street.  We will still need to replace the sewer from the Cleveland/Central alley to Sheridan Avenue in the next few years, but we now have a large section of the project already completed.  I’m confident that we’ll all agree that the finished product was worth the delay, but I would still like to thank everyone for the patience during the construction period.
If you had the chance to drive around town in the past month or so, you would have noticed that several areas have been cleared in preparation for the new sports complexes.  The areas at Standard Diamonds and north of 117th Street near the football field certainly look much different than they did just a few months back.  To make room for the new facilities, several trees were removed from these areas.  I wanted everyone to know that not only will these new parks be heavily landscaped, but 100’s of new trees will also be planted.  The current timetable has the bulk of this work being completed by next spring.  Water line and sewer work throughout Whiting Lakefront Park is also nearing completion.  As I mentioned before, construction will be non-stop through 2012 as we move from phase to phase of the project.  We will strive to keep the park open at all times, but from time to time, closures will become necessary.

Since we have now experienced our first full season of operating Whihala Beach, I’d like to summarize a few of the highlights of our inaugural year.  Our parking fee policy was an overwhelming success.  Assessing higher fees for out-of-state vehicles more than tripled our anticipated revenue projections.  The increased fees will likely cover 100% of our operating costs for 2010 and dramatically improved the quality of the people visiting the beach this season.  To clarify this last statement, I am referring to fewer troublemakers, hoodlums and general knuckleheads visiting our park simply because the $15 out-of-state fee was more than they were willing to pay.  I say that’s a very good thing.  We were also able to purchase several pieces of new equipment that will help us maintain and patrol the beach more effectively.  A new tractor, 4-wheel ATV and Lakefront Patrol squad car were purchased and put into service.  We made several small improvements along the beach such as new benches, clearing and cleaning areas for better access, painting and new lighting.  A new Capital Improvements Plan is also under development to ensure we continue to improve the facilities each year.  Our goal is to clearly separate the trail through the park and to add lighting along the entire route over the next two years.  We expect to dredge the boat harbor next spring as a temporary resolution pending a permanent fix to the breakwall.  This will hopefully restore boat launch access by late spring.  Plans to better segregate beach space for boaters and swimmers and to identify select areas that can be rented for family parties and gatherings are also being reviewed.  Adding a Splash Pad area for the younger kids is also being considered.  All in all, while we had a few bumps in the road and it took some time to learn the ropes, our first season was a smashing success.  I need to give the bulk of the credit to my staff for the great job.  Park Superintendent Marty Jakubowski, Assistant Superintendent Mary Bercik, Park Foreman Paul DePoy and his entire crew, Maintenance Director Chuck Kosalko and Head Lifeguard Nick Kalwinski and his crew truly deserve the credit for a great season.
Till next month…Mayor Joe
Mayor Joe can be reached via email at jstahura@whitingindiana.com
