Cline Avenue Update by Mayor Joe Stahura
By now everyone has read that the Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) has made the decision to tear down the Cline Avenue bridge over the Indiana Harbor Ship Canal and that they will not replace it.  This will effectively close Cline Avenue from Calumet Avenue to Michigan Avenue in East Chicago on a permanent basis.  This decision was made when the estimates for the bridge’s reconstruction were placed at well over $100 million.  While I can fully understand the difficultly in finding the funds needed for the replacement of the bridge, I feel that this issue deserves a deeper look before jumping to conclusions.
Soon after INDOT rendered its decision, Mayors McDermott, Pabey and I met to discuss the issue.  After our meeting, we have identified 4 keys points as related to the bridge that the Mayors stand united on.  The issues are as follows:

1. The bridge or a similar alternate must be rebuilt.  Tearing it down and not replacing the road is not an acceptable alternative.

2. We fully understand that the use of alternate routes through each of our cities must be utilized until a permanent solution is completed.  We agree to work with INDOT to make the temporary routes work in the interim.
3. We all agree that there is significant opportunity to reconstruct the bridge in a manner that would be more cost-effective.  Whether the bridge is built as a lower height or using construction techniques that are less costly, we are confident that the $100 million estimate can be significantly reduced without sacrificing motorist safety.

4. We cannot let the region’s investment into strategic assets be compromised because the bridge was not rebuilt.  Investments to our lakefront, the Gary-Chicago Airport, the local casinos and our local industries simply cannot be jeopardized.

Each of the Mayors has made a commitment to the above points and has agreed to work closely with INDOT to resolve this complicated issue.  With that said, even in the best scenario, the road will be closed for several more years.  I will keep you posted of any new developments in future issues of the WRite Stuff.
