Whihala Beach Update by Mayor Joe Stahura
Effective Friday, May 28th, the City of Whiting, working in cooperation with the Lake County Parks Department, took over the operations of Whihala Beach County Park.  The Lake County Park Board and the Whiting Board of Public Works and Safety have passed joint Resolutions allowing for the operational change.  The Resolutions allow the City to begin staffing and accepting revenue associated with the Beach, while a formal agreement to purchase the Park is negotiated and completed.  While the final details of the agreement have not been formally approved, the City and County Parks Board have agreed in principal to transfer 17 acres of the Park that is located within the Whiting corporate boundaries of the City for future financial considerations.  The City will also receive operational control of the remaining 6 acres located on the Hammond side of the city property line.  This section of the Park will remain under County ownership.
This agreement can be viewed as a great example of Inter-Governmental cooperation that is done to serve not only the best interest of the residents of Whiting and Robertsdale, but all of Lake County.  The City’s pending acquisition will strengthen its position to obtain future grant funding and create new opportunities that can synergize the existing Lakefront Development Project.  The County Parks Board will reduce its overall operational costs in a time where funding is extremely tight.  The bottom line is that because Whiting has Park’s staff already in place, the City can operate the combined Lakefront Park in a more cost-effective manner than both entities can do so individually.

All residents within the 46394 zip code area will now have free parking access to both Whihala and Whiting Lakefront Park.  The City will also be implementing a security plan to ensure that a police or security presence is in both sections of the Lakefront Park areas immediately.  Plans are to assign a dedicated police officer to lakefront patrol as soon as possible.  
In a nut shell, by joining these two recreational areas, the City’s Lakefront operations have now expanded to nearly 60 acres, with almost 3 miles of Lake Michigan shoreline.  The new park can be now managed in the most efficient manner possible and is positioned well to allow new future investments to the facility.

I’d like to thank the Lake County Parks and Recreation Board and their staff for their assistance and cooperation in the transition.
