Hollyhock Reigns as Whiting's Official Flower
By Gayle Faulkner Kosalko
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You can forget the Forget-me-nots (who only got one vote) and not enough people popped in a vote for the poor old Poppy (10 votes).  Out of the 285 votes cast in the community, the hollyhock came in as winner for the title of Official City Flower with 109 votes.

As Robert Dale offered in his piece on poseys in a recent edition of the WRite Stuff "Then there is the hollyhock, a noble flower standing tall with roots that run deep.  While it is welcome in any garden, it thrives even in those soils where others fail to grow.  You know this flower.  It lines alleys and back fences throughout the community all summer long.  Like us, the hollyhock is diverse in its colors and forms.  It is generous in that its beauty is spread not only by nature, but by neighbors who share its abundant seeds with their neighbors.  Alley flower?  Perhaps, but we too are a hardy people who have put out roots deep in a sometimes inhospitable place only to have prospered.  We are the hollyhock."
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Evidently the community thought so as well.  But the hollyhock has already achieved honors internationally (besides being Whiting's official flower).  In Japan it is incorporated in the official seal of Tokugawa Shogunate and is also the name and symbol of a professional soccer club there. 

But a little closer to home, the hollyhock is especially honored in Galena, Illinois.  The story goes that a Mrs. Frank Meller, an English lady who came there to live desperately missed her favorite flower from home, the lovely hollyhock.  Her parents sent her seeds from their home garden which she threw around her front lawn.  They took immediately.  Soon admiring neighbors asked for seeds and started growing them on their property as well.  Today Mrs. Meller is known as the woman who introduced the hollyhock to Galena and special Galena hollyhock seeds are sold by their Historical Society!

Hollyhocks are related to the Hibiscus.  Their blooms can be single or a dazzling double.  According to plant experts, they will not flower in the same year the seeds are planted.  They'll form leaves in the first year, but will then grow and flower quickly in the following year, blooming for about six weeks.  While red is the most common hollyhock color, you'll also find them in pinks, purples, and yellows too.

Now if you're planning on growing our "official flower" (and we are hoping that you do) just be wary of hollyhock rust!  Hollyhock Rust is a fungus which looks like red or orange bumps on the bottom side of the leaf.  It is usually caused by over watering or too much humidity and rain.  (can't imagine you'll find humidity here in Whiting's summer months...).  Gardeners suggest that to overcome the problem, remember to mulch the soil, clip off bottom leaves and water from the bottom of the plant only. 

But if you get really frustrated and find that, like my husband and I who have tried to grow hollyhocks here for years that you can't do it, you can still get your Whiting hollyhock fix by driving past garbage cans and alleys where these lovely summer beauties seem to thrive for the enjoyment of all.  
