CITY DEVELOPMENT SURVEY RESULTS

TABULATED AS OF APRIL 5, 2006

218 RESPONSES OUT OF 1598 MAILINGS OR 14%

189 WHITING HIGH SCHOOL RESPONSES

407 TOTAL

Housing
Due to the unstable environment created by the property tax reassessment, the housing developments on Center Street and New York Avenue have slowed considerably.  We are working diligently to re-energize these projects and expect significant activity to occur in 2006.  On Center Street, the original plan was to balance the number of units between single family homes, town houses and condominiums.  Please read the following statements and select the answers that best describes your feelings.
The City is considering revising the original Center Street development plan to reduce or eliminate the number of town houses and replace them with single family homes.  This revision would slightly diminish the property tax benefits of the project, but would likely attract more families with children that would benefit our school system.  How do you feel about the possible change?
125 or 31%
I would prefer a majority of single family homes
11 or 3%
I would prefer a majority of town houses
105 or 26%
I would prefer staying with original plan; a balance of both single family & town houses
157 or 40%
I support the solution that reduces the property taxes the most
The City’s plan is to build condominiums north of 117th Street up to the railroad tracks.  These condo buildings will have a huge positive impact on our property tax rate.  Recent discussions with developers have given us indication that the current market could support larger buildings with more units than originally planned.  Assuming that the buildings include lower level parking to accommodate the residents, how do you feel about increasing the size of the proposed buildings?
50 or 12%
I do not support a condo development, regardless of the property tax & community benefits
78 or 19%
I support a condo development, but would lean toward smaller buildings with less units

158 or 39%
I support an aggressive, well planned, neighborhood friendly condo development
94 or 23%
Build as many condos as possible to drive the property tax rate down as far as possible

20 or 5%
Other ___________________________________________________________________

Business District
Much of our development activities will focus on improvements to our business district.  Please answer the following questions that best describe your feelings.
If we could attract several new businesses to the community, which would be your top 3 choices?  Feel free to list either a type of business (i.e. shoe store) or a specific business (i.e. Wendy’s).   

#1
Wendy’s
#2
Shoe Store
#3
Taco Bell
#4
Clothing store

#5
Starbucks
#6
WalMart
#7
Ace/Hardware
#8
Target

#9
Music store
#10
Bookstore
#11
Panda Express
#12
Steak ‘n Shake


When shopping in Whiting, what are the 3 top things that you would like to see improved?

265 or 67%
Variety of stores
185 or 47%
Parking
135 or 34% Variety of eateries

123 or 31%
Store hours
109 or 27%
Inventory selection
72 or 18%
Pricing
67 or 17%
Promotions/Sales
53 or 13%
Exterior facades
42 or 11%
Customer service

41 or 11%
In-store appearance
37 or 9%
Window displays
14 or 4%
Delivery time
Lakefront

I believe the Lakefront is one of our biggest assets.  For decades, it has been underutilized and its potential has been neglected.  Congressman Visclosky’s Marquette Plan now gives us a unique opportunity to capture state and federal dollars to improve the Lakeshore.
As a general vision of what the Lakeshore can be, which one of the following concepts best describe your feelings?
43 or 11%
I like it the way it is
96 or 24%
I would like to see it improved but not in a way where it attracts outsiders
115 or 29%
I would like to see it improved in a way to generate economic development–attract visitors

36 or 9%
I would like to see it improved by constructing a marina
118 or 30%
I would like to see it improved with a marina, but only w/high level of public access

Which 4 of the following amenities associated with Lakeshore development would you like to see best?  (check your top 4 choices)

205 or 52%
Restaurant(s)
165 or 42%
Boardwalk
113 or 29%
Ice skating area

109 or 27%
Picnic areas/shelters
98 or 25%
Bike path
89 or 22%
Boat/Ferry rides

87 or 22%
Fishing piers
81 or 20%
Nature area
77 or 19% 
Expanded beach

71 or 18%
Water sports
71 or 18%
Jogging routes
66 or 17%
Retail shops

63 or 16%
Lookout tower
50 or 13%
Expand boat launch
50 or 13%
Sledding area

44 or 11%
Lake fill (more land)
41 or 10%
Lookout points
36 or 9%
Fishing pond
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