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INTRODUCTION

Purpose of the Plan

The purpose of the Whiting Lakefront Park Master Plan is to set a new focus on
improving the wonderful amenity known as Whiting Lakefront Park. With a new
emphasis placed on connecting with the lakeshore through the Marquette Plan, Mayor
Joseph M. Stahura saw an opportunity to improve upon this existing jewel along
the lakeshore. Better connection with the park and lakeshore will serve to increase
Whiting’s amenity value within the region and improve the quality of life for its
residents and visitors.

In December 2003, the City of Whiting adopted an amended redevelopment plan for
Whiting that specifically called for an additional focus on development, amenities,
and connection with the lakefront. Under the Mayor’s leadership, the City embarked
in July 2008 on a year-long planning process to develop a new long-term vision for the
lakeshore that would result in immediate and lasting improvements to the park. The
process included a large amount of public participation to draw upon the creativity and
desires of Whiting’s residents. The public participation process included numerous
focus groups, a survey of local businesses, stakeholder engagement interviews,
regional coordination, and a three-day public design charrette.

Through numerous meetings, brainstorming sessions, and hard work, a vision and
plan emerged that reflects the values of the Whiting community. Strategic in nature,
this plan is not designed to complete the tasks of transforming the lakeshore and
improving the park, but sets up a road map and desired destination. It will be the hard
work of Whiting’s leaders and citizens to make this plan a reality.
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